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(Continued from page 70 ) 

You who are believers, know that) 
God now calls all inen every where to | 
repent; that no name ts given under 
heaven, but that of Christ, | 
whereby men can be saved. You) 
know t 
ed to every creature; that the} 


Je ‘=ths 
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DEPARTMENT, 

it follow that they need no in- 
'structer, to awaken their attention to 
the gospel of salvation, and guide 
theminto the knowledge of its truth ? 
The scriptures themselves suppese, 
and they require, that we should 
| teach them to each other ; especial- 
ly parents to children, They are 
indeed the standard of truth; they 


hat his gospel is to be preach- | are the gold in amine inexhaustible : 
but has every child skill, by natural. 





faithful must do all in their powe 
to make disciples of all, 
them in those three sacred names 
on which their salvation depends. 


r instinct, to extract the pure metal 
baptizing || from the dross of various difficulties 


and false interpretations? Are men 
by nature inclined to search diligent- 


You are fully persuaded that none ily, and receive cordially the doc- 


neg! 
clortous 


can ect this great, this tree and 
veril of their immortal welfare. 
You know that God requires sal | 
christians, what he so much com- | 
mended in the father of the faithful, 
and the want of 


| trines of eternal lite ? 
salvation, but at the awful thing whieh the seriptares them- 
selves more clearly teach, than that 


There is no- 


the heart, being corrupt, is by nature 
‘inclined to reject or pervert their 
sacred sense. ‘There is danger, as 


which he so se- | at first, so in every age, that the un- 


verely punished in the otherwise | learned and unstable will wrest them 


good Eli, that they should command | 
their children and their household, 


to their own destruction. The wise 


\ ‘and good Being who has given them 


that they shall keep the way of the as the greatest blessing to mankind, 


Lord. 

There ts indeed a pl visibility in 
what is so much said, of leaving | 
young people to search the scriptures 
for themselves, and to form their | 
own creed from the bible. That! 
every young person, with right mo- 
tives, and a good heart, would do 
this, is deveutly to be desired. But 
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has, in the same wisdom and good- 
ness, ordained, that we shall teach 
and explain their sense to others. 
e How can I understand what I read, 
(said the Ethiopian nobleman.) ex- 
cept some man should guide me ?”’ 
To deny the scriptures to the people 
‘1s a pernicious violation of what the 
scriptures teach: but the neglecting 
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to inculcate their true sense, 
less an evil in its consequence. The 
Bereans were wise, who, having | 
heard the apostles preach, searched } 


is no | 


the scriptures for themselves ; and | | 


was he less wise, who, while reading 
in his chariot the prophet Isatah, 
“ desired Philip that he would come 
up and sit with him?’ And, sup. | 
posing that youth were able without. 
some one to guide them, to search 
and know the word of God, is there 
no danger of their neglecting this 
duty? Will they, without any to 
‘* command,” or to lead them, turn 
to God, and become wise unto salva- 
tion? As well may you expect them 


to become good scholars, good arti- | 
ficers, or good men, without direct. | 


ing and controuling their 
their labours, or their morals, as that 
they will be good christians without 
instruction and care. An evil heart 
of unbelief is continually inclining 
us to depart from the living God. 
It was from a pertect knowledge of 
our perverse and evil hearts, and our 
proneness to o ipart from his laws, 
that he said, Thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest " 
And thou shalt bind them for a sig 
upon thine hand, and they shall | 
as frontlets between thine eyes.” 
Well then may we say, that no in- 
justice or injury ts done to children, 
in bringing them into covenant with 
their God and Saviour. But we he- 
sitate not to say more positively, that 
in thus bringing them to Christ, we 
do them great and essential good. 
It is not for us to assign limits to 
God’s mercy ;—to prescribe bounds 
to the operations of his grace ;—to 
determine what only and in tull are 
the benefits to children in being 
‘©members of Christ, children of 
God, and inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven.”? God may see good in 


our religious performances, which * 


studies, | 


| 





A Pastoral Address to the Members of the Episcopal Church, 


| with the vine. 


| leges of God's elect: 











| 


easily perceive. 


JANUARY>» 


we know not, or durst not claim: bis 
grace 


I< 


may abound beyond all that we 
“an ask or think. Some benefits we 
By baptism, child- 
ren become our brethren im Christ ; 


/ members of his body the church; 


they are united with him, as branches 
They partake in the 
communion of saints. ‘They are sa- 
cramentally made sons of God by 
adoption, have anew aflinity to hts 
people, who must or onght to fee! for 
thema ereater affection : 
interested in their welfare, and more 
disposed tu do them good. Baptized 
children are entitled to all the privt- 
they are in a 
visible state of salvation, and have a 
right to all the means of grace. They 
are included. in God's covenant, and 
his seal is upon them; they have, 
with other members of ‘the church, 
a common interest in all its blessings, 
and mall the prayers which are of- 
fered up for its health and prosper- 
ity. No one can reasonably doubt, 

but all the spiritual advantages of the 
circumcised child under the law, 
which were ** much every way,” are 
the blessed privilege of baptized 
children, and in a higher degree - 
and especially that, which includes 
all others—That the Lord will b. 

thetr God, and they shall be his peo- 


le ° 


Ls ff 
7 oO Say cj 


be mors 


" : s4 Mae woedcvwed 
any, eCuner imo oF 


adults, that they cannot be saved 


i without baptizm, we are not autho 


rized. But to say that we have an 
isanrance of salvation, without this 
sacrament, is equally presumptuous. 
Our Lord has dechired, that * excep: 


any one be born of water and of the 
“Spirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God; * 


which shows thc 
necessity of this sacrament, where 
it may be had,’ to a full assurance 
that we are ina state of favour with 
God ; and it is no inconsiderable be- 
efit of baptism, that visibly it re- 
moves the condemnation of being 
aliens from the covenant of promise. 

The sanctifying efficacy which 
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may attend the administration of this which the articles, 
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lo) 


the liturgy, the 


ordinance, especially to those who j homilies, the baptismal office, and 


die in infancy, is worthy of serious 
consideration : taking due care that 
we are not presumptuons on the one 
hand, nor ftuthless on the other. 
We beheve thatthe prayers of ptous 
blessed ce € hildren, 
When devoutly oflered on, their be- 
half: why else do we pray for then, 
But, in bap- 
fisting them, the most solemn prayers 
tor God's benediction, and their 
spiritual good, are offered by the 
whole congrecation of the futhtul ; 
besides which, according to Christ's 
own ordinance, are added a devout 
child to God, and 
the sacred seal of his promised mercy 
in Jesus Christ, by his minister, and 
mohis name. Its it consistent witha 
true fuith to suppose that God wall 
not hear these prayers, not regard 
with his favour a transaction so so- 
lemma, aad so conformed to his will? 

‘Baptism, ad:inistered to a child, 
is,’ says the pious and learned 
Archbishop Usher, ‘+ a complete 
and effectual sacrament, and God’s 
visible graces are truly sealed to his 
beneht under visible signs. And, 
though the use and comfort of bap- 
usm are not at present enjoyed by 
the infant ; yet they are now enjoyed 
by the parent, who believes God’s 
promises jor himself and his seed ; 
and they are enjoyed also by the 
congregation, who believe that * of 
such is the kingdom of God ;-—who 
rejoice to see them ‘ brought to 
Christ; and, far from rebuking 
those who bring them, unite in fith- 
ful fervent prayer, that such ¢ child- 
ren may lead the rest of their life] 
according to that beginning.’ ” 

The be ‘netits of their baptism are 
also realized and enjoyed effectually 
by the children when capable of re- 
ceiving them. ‘That infants are born 


christians are 


especially aa sickness ? 


dedication of the 


in corruption of original sin, is clear- 
ly taught in the sacred scriptures : 
it was unquestionably the doctrine of || 
‘he primitive church ; and a doctrine 


church 
-* that the infant be taught, so soon as 
he shall be able to learn, 


| so mnany 





the catechism of the Protestant Epis- 
copal chureh, most expheitly admit 
and declare. Baptism is the same 
evidence i regard to them, as to 
adults, that their sin ts remitted ; 

seals to the one as it does to the other 
the hopes and promises in Jesus 
Christ; and is an assurance, that 
throngh the merits of the second 
Adam, they will not be condemned 
tor the transgression of the tirst. It 
| iys the foundation of a religious lifes 
~ theman the most favourable 
situation to be brought up in the 
Lord’s tuth and fear. As their on- 
derstanding opens, the benefits of the 
Saviour’s covenant unfold to their 
view: the comforts of his love, with 


if place 


‘the sacramental token of their inter- 
est in his rede mMption, naturally, and, 
in many happy instances we trust, 


powe rlully , affect their hearts, con- 


strain them to continue in his love, 
and help them finally to attain the 


righteous. The 
and she expects 


reward of the 
requires, 


* the nature 
of the christian covenant ; the obli- 
gations of trust and obedience which 
were justly, as they were solemnly, 
laid upon him in baptism; and that 
he be * sufficiently instructed” in the 
rudiments of christianity, which are 
summarily comprehended ‘ in the 
church catechism, set forth for that 
purpose. Let this be faithfully 
done; let the child be thus trained 


up in ‘the way in which he should 
go, and, generally Eos he will 


not depart from it. Let this be faith- 
fully Gane, and we should not see 
‘turn from the holy com 
joer given unto them.” 

ft is not unfrequently objected to 
our baptisin: il office particularly, that 
‘it requires answers which are not 
‘true in point of fact, and promises, 
'which the sponsor cannot perform. 
To obviate all objections: of this na 


‘ture, nothing is necessary but a care- 
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ful attention to the office itself.!| form; for they promise to pe rfortm 

What is there in this transaction at | nothin r, ither possible on impossi 

variance with truth?) The sponsor, ble ;—not even that they will teac! 

in the child’s name, renounces what the child religion, or bring him “a 
is sinful; acknowledges a belief in inthe faith and tear of God. Bat it 
Christ ; desires to be baptized in is highly necessary that this should ’ 
that faith ; and promises, by divine | by some one or more be done: in 

aid, to keep God’s commandments. | the nature of the thing it 1S mo-t pro- 

If he sincerely, and with intention to | per, and it is generally expected, 

fulfil it, promised this in his own i that they, who present the children 

name, it would not be false, even to baptism, should see to the per 

though he should not faithfully per- | formance of this most essential duty. 

form the covenant. But the whole | And accordingly the church, as she 


engagement is made in the name of | ought, enjomns it upon them: ‘it ts , 
the child, and nothing more or less | your parts and duties to see that this ' 


is required orintended. The spon- | infant be taught, so soon as he shall 
sor expresses audibly that engage- | be able to learn, what a solemu vow, 
ment which baptism lays upon the | hectiaion. and profession, he bath 
infant ; and for reasons already given. || here made by you.’ And they are 
Before the questions are put, the | directed what particularly to teach, 
minister explicitly states the nature || and how to discharge the duty. T his 
of the engagement required. ‘ Afie {lis no part of their verbal ensagement, 
this promise made by Christ, this {| but in the reason ot the thing, as also | 
infant must also faithfully, for bis!) from the authority ofthe church, and 
part, promise, by you that are his ||the general understanding of chris- 
sureties, until he come of age to take | tiens. it justly rests upon them, and 
it upon himself.” The question | would so rest, though no responses 
perfectly accords with the same | were made. 
sense and intention : * Dost thou, iv || What just ground, then, is there 
the name of this child ;” as does also | for scruples, in making these re- 
the address to the sponsors: ** For-|sponses? ‘The chief danger is that 
asmuch as this child hath promised | of making them in practice a mere 
by you, his sureties.” They act as | form and ceremony, neglecting to do 4 
agents for another, in the perform. and perform ‘* according to this be- 
snce of a ‘charitable work; and ginning.” The commencement is 
what they engage is not for ‘them. | good; it is according to revealed 
selves ; but for the child only. This | truth and christian charity ; and the 
is further and fully confirmed in the performance of * your part” is no 
catechism, and office for contirmation. || more impossible or difficult than other 
Certainly then the transaction is]! religions duties. ‘If there be first 








strictly true; they do exactly what |) a willing mind,’ the yeke will be , 
they profess to do ;—they engage in je asy, and the burden light. The 
the child’s name. Suppose a man, Tesponses, we have seen, may be 

engaged as an attorney, should sign |) made in truth and with a good con- 

a bond for another - there i is no false- || science. Suppose you say nothing ; 
hood, and need be no misunderstand- |/at the baptism of your children, - 

ing, in the engagement. How far it || would they not still be bound to be- 

1s obligatory, and whether or not it|| lieve in God, and to serve him, and 

is afterwards performed, are other || you to bring them up in the Lord’s , 
questions. nurture and admonition ? ‘To whom 








Equally unfounded is the other || else can the church so reasonably, or 


part of the objection—that the spon- || with so much confidence, com! the 
-ors promise what they cannot per- || religious care of the infauts re: 
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into her bosom, as to those whose 
pious regard for the same infants has 
brought them to Christ ?—as to those 
who, in spiritual things have become 
their parents Though you do not | 
verbally promise to do this, can you 

‘asona! Ny deny that ‘it is your 
parts cnil duties 

fr is more natural to object than to 


think it improper to 


1 
eye some 


rents. A moment's retlection wall 
onvince you how reasonable and fit- 
jing as this part of our discipline. 
f‘onsider of what immense concern 
‘oO (he good of society, and the salva- 
‘tion of the soul, is the religious edu- 
cation of children : and also how un- 
eharttable, how unchristian it) ts, 
having taken them by covenant into 
the christian told, to abandon them 
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ihe ty, 


“yas j 


| 
| 
requ iire any tect A bh Shi le s the Pp l- | 
| that is, to assist, so far as Is necessary 





to the world! to suffer them, with- 
out restraint or admonition, to go 
astray from God's ways, like lost 
shee p! 
they are religious people, are cer- 
tainly the most suitable to be hts 
sponsors ; and it is generally expect- 
e Ad th: it they wall perform the spon- 
sor’s duty. But parents, in very ma- 


ers of good things,” to discharge this 
duty. Parents may die, or be other- 
wise unable to discharge it. In too 
many cases, the partiality of parents, 

ind their unwillingness to restrain 
their children, 


portant a work. ‘Che church, hav- 
ing one general rule, may, of course, | 
in all such necessary cases, require | 
another sponsor, without giving of- | 
fence: not to mention what danger 
there is, that, without such rule, the 
ministers of Christ, through negli- 
gence or favour, might sometimes 
baptise children without proper 





| 
} 
ny cases, are unqualifie “lto be “teach- | 
| 
ap 
| 


renders it expedient \ 
that they should be aided in so im- |! 


jand deplorable ; 





sureties. Many reasons may be etl 
ged for the fitness and wisdom of re- | 
quiring, that, at least one pious mem- 


ber of the church should engage with | 
the parents, in this important duty. | 


And should the parents be unable, or 


leo 


‘should they neglect the duty, the 
church, and the ‘other sponsor parti- 
culorly, should do what can reason- 

and with propriety, be done, 


to supply the defect. For «t should 


still be onderstood, that the church 


is bound to this duty; and when you 
present a child to baptism, you are 
supposed to engage particularly for 
that one, what, in a more general 
sense, you are bound to do for all ; 
and reasonable, in its religious educa- 
tion. It will oot be difficult to de- 
termine to what particulars, and in 
what degree you are bound. Your 
own conscience will in such case tell 
you what you ought to do, 

The obje ction last noticed, will re- 
‘mind us of another, which it would 
be happy if we could answer as easily 
us those preceding :—that sponsors, 
ivery often and very much neglect 
j ther ir duty ;—that, having promised 


The parents ‘of achild, if) | in the child’s n: ume, they afterwards 


‘give themselves but little concern 
‘how he * leads the rest of bis life.” 
That too much oceasion is given for 
| this objection, we must with shame 
acknowledge: but no unjust infer- 
ence from such neglect should be ad- 
mitted. Were this evil much greater 
than ubhbuppuy itis, still the inten- 
tion of the church is good, and the 
‘institution is wise. = If the abuse of 
‘good things were a just reason for 
their discontinuance, nothing good 
could be retained: the bible itself 
and christianity, must be discarded, 
The neglect of this duty is evident 
but it is our own 
‘fault, and daa the necessity of at- 
te nding to what is the object of this 
address—of being more faithful and 
diligent. With thankfulness to the 
Father of mercies, we acknowledge 
that many are conscientious and dili- 
gent in this thing; and even in the 
present lax state of church discipline, 
much good is effected by educating 
children in the christian fold. How 





great would be the benefit—how glo- 
riously would the church, through 
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the divine blessing, lift up her head 
mn prosperity, if all were faithful !— \' 
"This is the short and easy way to ob- 


| 

viate every dillic ulty—to ‘silence . 
every objection. | 
Thus, beloved brethren, do you 


see, how early in life, and by means | 
how gracious, interesting, and effec: | 
tual, does our merciful Saviour be- |) 
stow his spiritual blessings. His, 
‘promise is to you and to your 
children ;”? he commands them to be | 
brought unto bim; he is much dis- | 
pleased with those who would kee P| 
nok from his fold. Provision is i 
made by divine wisdom, that, through | 
the instrumentality of our faithful- ! 
ness, the children of believers, like || 
the child Jesus, shall increase in wrs- j 
dom, as they grow in stature :—that \ 
they shall be nourished and brought | 
up in favour with God ond man. We | 
see, from the holy scriptures, that 
children are not, by reason of their 
tender age, disqualitied for covenant- | 
ing with God ; that he has graciously || 
extended to your infants and little 
ones, the privileges of his chosen 
people: that the gospel of the bles- 
sed Jesus, has not elosed up the) 
channels of his grace, nor contracted | 
the circumference ot revealed mer- | 
cy; that it gives us no authority to | 
exclude so large a portion of the hu- | 
man family from the advantages which |) 

i 

| 








they had under the former dispensa- 

tion. No good reason or true scrip- | 
ture can be given, why we should 
not administer unto them the sacra- 
ment of faith, even the seal of ** the 
covenant that was contirmed of God 
in Christ,’ with the father of the 
faithful. ‘This covenant, no institu- 
tions of ‘*the law, which was four 
hundred and thirty years after, can || 
disannul:”’ nor does it appear, that I 
any precept of the Saviour, or prac- |! 
tice of his first disciples, has curtailed 
its privileges. To little children ac- 
cordingly, have been sealed God's 
promised blessings, in Jesus Christ, 
trom the days of Abraham ; and they 
ought to be so sealed, ‘“‘ even to the 


| 
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| groundless, 


‘not to ‘lay on men new oblig 


promises. whic 


‘the whole 


‘first commencement, 
faithfully so to practice. Let parents, 
cand other christians. 


‘nant ; 
‘holy admonition. 
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end of the world.”” The justice and 
the reasonableness of this, | have 
endeavoured briefly to show and il- 
‘lustrate; without presuming, how- 


| ever, to doubt that what the Aloughty 


has so sanctioned, must, in its nature, 
he righteous as itis merciful. Ti be 
doubts and scruples which have dé 


terred some trom. bringing their 
children to baptism, appear to be 


It has been shown we 
have reason to hope. to your satisfac: 


tion, that the obligations of baptism 


are of divine authority ; and that the 
responses which the church requires, 
are not intended to chunge, ti 
show the nature of the ordinance ; 
rations, 
but to teach, and induce them to per- 
form, what God himself requires. 
By attention, also, to the baptismal 
(office, and to the catechism, it is seen 
that there is nothing declared in those 
ha pions christian may 
not truly and most conscientiously 
declare: nor any thing required, in 
transactton, which the 
word of God does not make it our 
duty to perform. 

Permit me then, most affection- 
ately, and as one whose duty it is to 


’ 
¢ 
ly 


| watch over your spiritual concerns. 
to beseech and exhort you to think 


on these things. If what has been 
said is reasonable: if it ts arreeable 
to the word of God, and the practice 
of his church in every age, from its 
let us continue 


to whom the 
Lord has committed the care of child- 
‘ren, consider well the immense 
importance—to their souls, we may 
believe, and to society, most certain- 
ly—of dedicating them to the “ Lord 
who has bought them ;” of admitting 
them to the privileges of his cove- 
and bringing them up in his 
Consider well his 
own words, ‘* Except any one is born 


_of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
‘enter into the kingdom of God.” 


The birth of water is their entrance 














1922. IJustrations of Obscure and 
into the visible pale of God’s king- 
dom here on earth. The berth of 
the Spirit is their sanctification ; ** the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost,” by 
which they are vitally united with the 
Saviour, and become spiritually and 
trely the children of God. The one 
is the outward and visible sign :”’ 
the other is ** the inward and spiritual 
grace given unto us.”* ‘The tormer, 
your children receive ‘* by the wasb- 
ing of regeneration 3” by the regular 
adintoistration of baptism. The latter | 
is ihe giftot God only, and, so far as 
itis connected with means, and the 
tidelity of his people, 1s obtained by 
their futh and prayers in administer- 
ing the sacrament, and by watching 
over the souls of baptized children, 
and carefully instructing them in all) 
the doctrines of the gospel, and the 
duties of the christim lite. As both 

are necessary toa complete christian | 
state, anda full hope in Christ, every 
thing in our power should be done | 
to eifect both; that your children | 
may enter the kingdom of God, in| 


| 
4 


t ° . 
' which have ever been of old, and 


H 
| 


/not follow, that they whose duty itis 
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| the same torce to the one ordinance, 
, as to the other. However man may 
, reason. let God be true. When 
ychildren are brought, in the arms of 
i charity, through faith in Christ, and 
‘an humble trust in God's mercies 


shall endure for ever, their coming, 
we have good reason to believe, is 
according to his will. And does it 


to pertorm * this charitable work,” 
by neglecting it, virtually * forbid 
them?” And when Jesus sees it, 
will he not be much ‘displeased’ with 
those who keep them from him? 

( Tv be coneluded.) 





For the Repertory 
Illustrations of Obscure and Dilliicult Pas- 
sages of Scripture, 
(Continued from page 143,) 

39. “ And God heard their | the 
children of Israels] groaning; and 
God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 





this way, which their Saviour has | 
appointed, Remember too what he | 
. ‘ \" - . | 
further says, ‘* Sutler the little child- | 


rento come unto me, and torbid them | 


And God looked upon the children 
of Israel, and God had respect unte 
them”? Exod. i. 24, 25. 

In making a communication of his 





aot:’” and also the reason for it) 
which he gives: © for of such is the | 
kingdom of God.’ Will you say our 
Lord here means that children are 
like believers? tlow can this be a 
reason for their coming to Christ ; 
except the likeness be that which 
qualities for God's kingdom ? Or will , 
you say, as some do, * Let them) 
come ; who forbids them.” ** Who 
art thou that rephest against God?’ 
How did they come, to whose case, 
our Lord’s words have particular re- | 
ference ? Pious people brought them. | 
Children are to come to baptism, as | 
they came to circumcision. In the | 
days of Abraham many, it is not im- 


me 
an WA 


probable, ridiculed the circumcision | 


of children, as they now do their 


baptism, and pretended to prove that | 


the ordinance could do them no good: 
for the arguments used apply with 


will to man, God has benevolently 
condescended to adopt both his con- 
jceptions and his phraseology, when 

jever it could be done without im 

paring the truth and integrity of the 
{reveiation; evidently in order to 
spare the weakness of the human 
mund, and raise it from the contem- 
plation of things familiar, to the 
knowledge of doctrines of the most 
sublime and heavenly nature. The 
Hebrew language was almost exclu- 
sively fitted in its literal use, for the 
conveyanee of sensible ideas : and in 
delivering to the world a revelation 
of the divine will through the me. 
dium of this language, the Holy Spi-- 
rit has combined great simplicity in 
the the thought, with a highly figura- 
tive phraseology. The passage above 
cited, is chiefly remarkable as an ex- 
emplification of the divine conde. 
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scension in these respects. To hear, 


lustrations of Obscure and Difficult Passages of Scripture. 


remember, behold, and be excited to | 


new emotions of compassionate regard 
for another, in view of his present 
sufferings, are all actions and affec- 
tions which belong only to men, and 
have their origin in human impertec- 
tion. They are ascribed to Jeno- 
vAil, in order to illustrate the fuith- 
fulness and coinpassion essential to 
his divine character; together with 
his purpose immediately to dispose 
the events of his providence, se as 
to eflect the deliverance of Isrict 
trom Egyptian oppression. ‘My 
true sense of these words could hard- 
ly be missed or perverted by the 
most ignorant and unskiltul, who 
possessed any correct knowledso 

the Divine nature ; and, universally, 
the rule of giving a figurative con- 
struction to such passages as ascribe 
bodily properties, human affections, 
and whatever clearly imphes any 
imperfection, to God, is necessary to 
be observed. But, at present, an 
abuse of this rule, on the opposite 
extreme, is to be vigilantly guarded 
against, as it is manitestly becoming 
every year more prevalent among 
certain descriptions of nominal cheis- 
tians. It consists in setting aside the 


JANUARY, 


Judea, concur in reporting the soil 


to be generally sterile and unproduc- 
tive, the seasons and climate unfa- 


-vourable to a prolific vegetation, and 


the whole country to exhibit evident 


marks of decay and poverty. Its 


present state by no means answers 
to the inspired representations of ils 
proverbial wealth and fruitfulness, 
while in possession of the Jewish 
people. ‘This change is in part. to 
be ascribed to the extensive neglect. 
and imperfect mode of agriculture : 
but chiefly to the dental of that espe- 
coil blessing which God was pleased 
lormerly to bestow upon the land ; 


and which, in a great measure, coun- 


teracted and corrected the unpro- 
piffous qualities of the soil and 
climate, that wonld else, even then 


have reduced it to comparative bar- 


renness. This very judgment was 


-distine thy denounced by Vloses as the 


certain punishment of Israel's future 


‘disobedience. 


elear and obvious meaning of those | 


scriptures which deseribe certain 
paris of the character and govern. 
ment of God, mere/y because hiinan 
reason determines if to be absurd, 

snconsistent with the divine pertec- 
tions. All scripture should be liter- 
ally understood, uniess there is a 
clear necessity of giving it a figara- 
tive construction: and the nec essity 
should be determined to exist, rather 
by a comparison of one part of the 
mspired volume with another, than 


by a comparison of the sense of 


the passage in question, with our 
preconceived ideas of what it would 
be proper for a divine revelation to | 
feach. 


40. ** A land flowing with milk and. 


honey.” Exod. i. 8 and 17. 
AL late travellers into the land of | 


41. * And I will give this people 
favour in the sight of the Eewptians ; 
and it shall come to pass, th: at when 
ye go, ye shall not go empty: but 
every woman shall borrow of he: 
nerehbour, and of her that sorourn 
ethin her house, jewels of silver. 

nd jewels of gold, and raiment : aut 
ye shall put them upon your sons, 
mit npon your dhurghters 5 and vy: 


ial ** ‘ 
i ‘ 


spoil the E. Vptians. EX. til. 


aT 
1 > 
4 


7 Pe es 
* The Israclites were directed to 
Pag or ask of the | ney pt: ans, their 


richest furniture and ornaments ; an! 


/he who ts the greatest Proprietor oi 


all things, and giveth to all men as 
he pleases, seeing the Egyptians en- 
riched by oppressing the Israelites, 


| thus constrained them to refund, and 


to pay them the wages which their 


} 
' 
ys! 


U 


labour justly deserved.’ Let it be 
remembered, that He who has 7 
forfeited lives of all in his hands, | 
not accountable to man, either 
reason or right, for the disposition he 
may choose to make of their perish- 
able effects. The children of Israe! 
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1822. 


in atterwards obeying this command, 
aside trom the consideration of their 
rechugunge only an equili ible com- 
pensation tor their servic es, were 
only employed as the agents of Di- 
vine Providence in executing lis 
own designs, 

42. * [low then shall Pharoah 
hear me who am of uncircumcised | 
lips 7? Exod. wi. 12. 

** Unerreuwncised often denotes the ! 
nasnitableness of any thing to answer 
its purpose : itis hence apphed “d 
the carnal hearts and depraved na 
ture of tallen men, to denote their | 
entire 





unfitness tor the 


God, and the purposes of his glory.” || 
that |) 
1} 

i) regular 
my people dwell, that no swarms of | 


13. ** And | will sever, im 
day, the land of Goshen, in’ which 
flies shall be there ; to the end,’ Kc. | 
Exod. vin. 22. | 

From the declaration contained in| 
this passage, It Is manifest 
children of Israel were exempt frou | 
some of the plagues endured by the 
Eevptians. “Phere is reason to sup- 
pose that they partook of none of | 
them to the same extent, as their op- 
pressors. 

H4. * And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 
saying, This month shall be unto you 
the beginning of months ; 
the first month of the year to you.” 
Exod. xu. 1, 2. 

The Egyptian year began about 
the middle of September. ‘The | 
month of Abib, or Nisan, (aames 
promiscuously applied to the same 





Hlusteations of Obscure and Difficult Passages of Scripture. 


service ot} 


that the | 
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went down to Egypt about the year 
B. ©. 1705, and the Exodus took place 
inthe year 1491, giving, for the pe- 
riod of their residence in Egypt, oaly 
215 years, or exactly one halt the 
fore mentioned period From the call 
(of Abraham in Chaldea, to the depar- 
ture of his posterity from Egypt, ts 
exactly 430 years; and to this the 


passage reters. 


47. And the children of Israel 
hwent up harnessed out of the land ot 
\" wgvpt.” Exod. xin. 17. 

lt is certam that the children ot 
Israel were, at this time, generally 
provided veither with offensive nor 
defensive armour, The original 
words rather express the exact and 
order im which the whole 
host moved out of Egypt, than the 
| equipment of individuals. Some 
term e xpressive of this sense would 
| better translate the piussace, than the 


one irl ovyed. 


| 47. * And they went three days 
Je . . 

‘es the wilderness, and found no wa- 
ter.’ Kvod. xx. 22. 


The term welderness as used by 
the sacred writers, iovariably has 
the sense of desert; and is to be re- 
linmechse 
sands and rocks, unknown to the na- 





iferred to those 


you | tives of Europe and America, which 
it shall be || occur most frequently m Africa, and 


ithe co: tiguous parts of Agia; in 
i which, scarcely any traces of vege- 
| tation ure discoverable ; wateris ex- 
iceedingly scarce ; and the adventur- 
ous traveller tinds in the rude rocks, 
| his only shelter from a debilitating 





mouth,) which afterwards commen- 
ced the Jewish year, began about 
the middle of March, and included | 
the first half of the month of April. 

45. * Now the sojourning of the 
children of Israel who dwelt in 
Egypt, was four hundred and thirty 
years.’ Exod. xt. 40, 


/ 


‘sun, by day, and from the chilling 
'dews, at night. Such was the scene 
of the journeyings of Israel ; the pro- 
muigation of the law at Mount Sinai ; 
the ministry of John the Baptist ; and 


‘the fasting and temptation of our 
Saviour. 
48. ** And Moses said unto Aaron, 





It is not here stated that the SO- | 


journing of Israel ia Egypt was 430, 


Take a pot, and put an omer of man- 
na therein, and Jay it up before the 


years. Aud this is not the fact. It)! Lord, to be kept for your genera- 
ix well ascertained that, agre cn Lee As the Lord commanded 
v tie Hebrew Chronology, Jac cob | Moses, so Aaron Jaid it up before 
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scension in these respects. T'o hear, 
remember, behold, and be excited to | 


new emotions of compa ssionate regard 


fur another, in view of his present 
sufferings, are all actions and affec- 
tions which belong only to men, and 
have their origin in human tnperfec- 
tion. They are ascribed to Jeno- 
vAii, in order to tlastrate the Fith- 
fulness and compasston essential to 
his divine character; together with 
his purpose immediately to dispose 
the events of his providence, so as 
to eflect the deliverance of Isriel 
trom Egyptian oppression. — 'I') 
true sense of these words could hard- 
ly be missed or perverted by the 
most ignorant and unskiltul, who 
possessed any correct knowleds> 
the Divine nature ; and, universally, 
the rule of giving a figurative con- 
struction to such passages as ascribe 
bodily properties, human aifections, 
and whatever clearly imphes any 
imperfection, to God, is necessary to 
be observed. But, at present, an 
abuse of this rule, on the opposite 
extreme, is to be vigilantly guarded | 
against, as it is manitestly becoming 
every year more prevalent among 
certain descriptions of nominal chets- 
fians. It consists in setting aside the 
elear and obvious meaning of those 
scriptures which deseribe 
paris of the character and govern 


certain 


ment ot God, mere: if because hindu 
reason determines il to be absard, o1 
inconsistent with the divine pertec- 
tions. All scripture should be liter- 
ally understood, unless there isa 
clear necessity of giving tt a firura- 
tive construction: and the necessity 
should be determined to exist, rather 
by a comparison of one part of the 
maspired volume with another, than 
hy a comparison of 
the passage in question, with our 
preconceived ideas of what it would 
be proper for a divine revelation to} 
teach. 


40. ** A land flowing with milk and_ 


honey.” Exod. i. 8 and 17. 


All late travellers into the land of | 


SF tn mete 


the sense of 


jteracted and corrected the 


JANUARY 


Judea, concur in reporting the soil 
to be generally sterile and unproduc- 
tive, the seasons and climate unfh- 
vourable to a prolific vegetation, and 
the whole country to exhibit evident 
marks of decay and poverty. I 
present state by no means answers 
to the inspired representations of ils 
proverbial wealth and frustfulness, 
while in) possession of the Jewish 
people. This change is in part to 
be ascribed to the extensive neclect. 
and tnperfect mode of agriculture 

brit chretly to the dental of that espe- 
ent blessing wlich God was pleased 
lormerly to bestow upon the land : 
ved which, in a great measure, coun- 
unpro- 


-pitious qualities of the soil and 
choaite, that would else, even then, 


have reduced it to comparative bar- 
renness. This very judgment was 
distinctly denounce ed by Vloses as the 
certain punishmeut of Israel's future 


‘disobedience e. 


41. * And I will give this people 
favour in the sight of the Egy ptians 
and it shall come to pass, that when 


ve go, ye shall not go empty: but 


-every woman shall borrow of he: 


nerchbour, and of her that soiourn 


ethin her house, 


jewels of silver. 
ind yewels of gold, and raiment : anc 
ye shall putthem upon your sons, 
mf apon your daughters; and ov 
Sie spoil the Pevptans.” eX. il. 
4 > 
21, 22, 

* The Israclites were directed to 
borrow, or ask of the ey ptiatis, thei 
richest furniture and ornaments : a 


‘he who ts the greatest Proprietor oi 


Ul things, and giveth to all men as 
he pleases, seeing the Egyptians e+. 


riched by oppressing the Israelites, 
i thas constrained them to refund, and 


labour justly deserved.” 
‘remembered, 


to pay them the wages which their 
Let it be 
that He who has - 


forfeited lives of all in his bh: mds, 

not accountable to man, either in 
reason or right, for the disposition he 
may choose to make of their perish- 
The children of Israe! 


ahle effects, 
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in afterwards obeying this command, || 
aside from the consideration of their 
rechugung only an equitable com. || 
pensation for their services, were 
only emploved as the agents of Dr- 
vine Providence in executing his 
Wii clesivis, 

12. * [low then shall Pharoah 
bear me who am of uncircumersed | 
wm’ Exod. ‘=. 
lneireuncsse f Otte ndlenotes the || 


! 
Hosiitableness of any thing to answel 





Ih pos 


its purpose is hence applied tu | 
the carual hearts and depraved na- | 
ture of fallen men, to denote their! 
entire unfitness for the service ot} 
God, and the purposes of his glory.” | 

13. ** And | will sever, im that 
day, the land ot Goshen. in which 
my people dwell, that no swarms of | 
ilies shall be there ; tothe end,’ & 
Exod. vii. 22. 

From the declaration contained in 
this passage, Itois manifest that the | 
children of Israel were exempt from 
some of the plagues endured by the 
Egyptians. ‘There is reason to sup- 
pose that they partook of mone of 
them to the same extent, as their op- || 
pressors. 

* And the Lord spake unto 
Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, | 
saying, This month shall be unto you 
the beginning of months ; it shall be 
the first month of the year to you.”’ f 
Exod. xii. 1, 2 | 

The Egyptian year began about | 
the middle of September. ‘T he |) 
month of Abib, or Nisan, (aames | 
promisc uously applied to the same | 
month,) whie -h afterwards commen- | 
ced the Jewish year, began about | 
the middle of March, and included 
the first half ofthe month of April. | 

45. * Now the sojourning of the 
children of Israel who dwelt in 
Egypt, was four hundred and thirty 
years.” Exod. xii. 40. 

It is not here stated that the so- |! 
journing of Israel in Eg ypt was 430 
years. Aud this is not the fact. It i 
is well ascertamed that, agreeably | 
v the Hebrew Chronology. Jacob 
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went down to Egypt about the year 


B. ©. 1705, and the Exodus took place 
inthe year L491, giving, for the pe- 
riod of thear residence in Egypt, only 
215 years, or exactly one halt the 


} fore mentioned pe riod From the ¢ vall 
of Abraham in Chaldea, to the de par- 


ture of his posterity trom Egypt, ts 
exactly 130 years: and to this the 
passage refers, 

17. And the children of Israel 
wenlup hirnessed out of the land ot 
Revpt.” Exod. xin. 17. 


[tis certui that the ehildren ot 


[sracl were, at this time, generally 
provided veither with offensive nor 


defensive armour. The original 


words rather express the exact and 


jregnlar order iw which the whole 


host moved out of Egypt, than the 


1 equipment of swodividuals. Some 


terin expressive of this sense would 
better translate the passage, than the 
one inh rye dd. 

ij. * And they went three days 


han the wilderness, and found no wa- 
iter. 


” Exod. xx: 29. 
The term wilderness as used by 
the sacred writers, invariably has 


the sense ot desert . and aus to be re- 


ferred to those immense wastes ot 


sands and rocks, unknown to the na- 
tives of Europe and America, which 


oceur most frequently in Africa, and 


the eco trruo0us parts ol Asia ; in 


owhich, scarcely any traces of vege- 


fation are discoverable ; water is ex 
ceedingly scarce ; and the adventur- 
ous traveller tinds in the rude rocks, 
lis only shelter trom a debilitating 
sun, by day, and trom the chilling 
dews, at ni shit. Such was the sceuvue 


‘of the journeyings of Israel ; the pro- 


mulation of the law at Mount Sinai ; 


Il the sninis try of John the Baptst ; and 
‘the tistiug and temptation of our 
| Saviour. 


48. ** And Moses said unto Aaron, 
Take a pot, and put an omer of man- 
na therein, and lay it up before the 
Lord, to be kept for your genera- 
thons, As the Lord commanded 


'Moses, so Aaron laid tt up betore 


yo 
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the testimony, to be kept.” Exod. 
xvi. 53, 34. 

The intention of preserving this 
memorial of the miraculous subsist- 
ence of two millions of people in the 
wilderness, for the period of forty 
years, was doubtless to verify the 
written history of the important 
event, to succeeding generations. 
The apostle, in the Epistle to the 


JANUARY, 


Hebrews, includes in his account of 
'the furniture of the tabernacle and 
{ temple, ‘ the golden pot which had 
/manna:’ we may hence, infer, that 
| this substance in its nature so perish- 
able, that it became unfit for use m 
the camp of Israel on the second day 
after it was gathered, was, bya per- 
petual miracle, preserved in th. 
sanctuary for many generations | 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


| We think it unadvisable, in gen- 
eral, to introduce into the pages of a 
work intended, as ours is, for popular 
use, such verbal criticisms as might 
tend to perplex the unlearned read- 
er, and to shake his faith in the bible 
itself. We are induced, however, 
to insert the following communica- 
tion, as well for the respect we bear 
to its learned author, as also, because 
it may serve to show that the varia- 
tions of our translation from the ori- 
einal are not important. Our pre- 
sent translation does, indeed, bear 
the stamp of that imperfection com- 
mon to all human things : but, take it 
for all in all, we believe a better can- 
not be made, The many variations 
which have been collected by the 
learned Dr.*Kennicott and others, do 
not affect essentially, the doctrinal 
parts of the bible, and, in fact, only 
prove the excellence of our transla- 
tion. | Ed. 


Remarks on the English Translation of 
the Bible. 


For the Repertory. 


Though our English translation of 
ihe Bible no doubt possesses great 
merit, and may, perhaps, challenge 
competition with the best versions 
that have been made either in an- 
cient or modern times, yet it is in 
many places susceptible of improve- 
ment or of anendment. | will here 
notice a few among the many in- 


stances in which our translators hay 
ivaried from the Hebrew text, mis- 
understood its meaning, or preferred 
toit, not ouly the ancient translations. 
but even modern ones of a date little 
earlier than their own, 

In the Sth verse of the 12th chap- 
ter of Genesis we find the following 
very useless and very inelegant trans- 
position, deviating from the original : 
‘* and into the land of Canaan they 
came.” The words in the original 
are, }J3 AYW wa, * and they came 
to, (or, towards) the land of Canaan. 

In the 6th verse of the 49th chap- 
ter of Genesis, the words ww py 
are translated, “ they digged down. 
a wall.’ In the margin, however. 
we read a translation more literal, 
and apparently more aceurate. In 
the 22d verse of the same chapter, 
the Hebrew word yw is translated 
‘* wall,” and inthe 17th verse of the 
33d chap. of Deuteronomy, the word- 
| yw 23, are rendered ‘ the firstling 
of his bullock.”’ It is therefore evi- 
dent that yw signifies an ox or bul- 
lock, for which | have the authority 
of the Greek and German transla- 
tions, and that ww as in the Latin, 
Italian, and English versions, is ac- 
curately translated ** wall.” 

In the 15th verse of the 21st chap- 
‘ter of First Kings, the Hlebrew words 
yon) aAdx ANDI P32 should be trans- 
lated ** Naboth blessed God and the 
king.” And it is thus literally ren 
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‘\VUa«-* 


dered in the Greek, Latin, Italian, 
A similar | not authorized either by the Greek, 


and Geiman versions 
phraseology eccurs in the Sth and 


ilth verses of the Ist chapter of Job, ! 


and inthe Sth and 9th verses of the 
2d chapter. In all these places no 


other signification than ** bless”’ can, | 


with propriety, be given to the He- 


brew root Jx2, which is so translat- | 


ed in the ancient Latin, the Ger- 


man, and (except in the latter in-| 


stance, ) the Greek versions of the 
Bible. Another cause may be as- 
signed for using a word in asense so 
contrary to its real signification, and 
this cause might as well exist in the 
English language as in any other. 
The, same people, who, even in our 
age and country, fear to pronounce 
the most sacred name of the Deity, 
might, in ancient times, be equally 


scrupulous in expressing an idea the 


most impious that human imagination 
could conceive. 

In the 26th, 27th, 29th, and 30th 
chapters of Exodus, and perhaps, 
elsewhere, the Hebrew words 5px, 
a tent, and jouw", a habitation, abode, 
or dwelling place, are both by our 
translators rendered ** tabernacle ;” 
and thus the same name ts given to 
two different objects, the ancient 
Greek and Latin transhitions being 
followed rather than the original, 
which, however, appears to have 
been strictly adhered to by Luther. 
He writes wohnung for 1aw, and 
huette des Stifts tor ay > Sx, which 
we translate * tabernacle of the con- 
gregatiun.”’ 

In the 9th verse of the 14th chapt. 
of 2d Kings, the Hebrew non is trans- 
lated ‘ thistle.” But in the 11th 
verse of the 33d chapter of the 2d 
Chronicles, and in the 2d verse of the 
2d chapter of Canticles, the Hebrew 
word mmn, the plural of mn, is 
translated ‘* thorns.” 

In the 12th verse of the 15th chap. 
of Jeremiah, the Hebrew word pwn) 
* brass.” is translated stee} -”? 


which deviation from the original ts 


Latin, German, or Italian versions. 
| Inthe 26th verse of the Sth chap- 
‘ter of Amos, the word *>, 18 not 
/ translated. In one of the Latin ver- 
sions we read placenta, and in the 
| ltalian foceacta, by which are to be 
understood the cakes or wafers which 
were oilered to the queen of heaven 
The translator’ appear in these in- 
stances to have supposed that v3 1s 
synonymous with 9*31D as used in the 
| 19th verse of the 44th chapter of 
Jeremiah. The Latin translation 
has this remark: Quidam Hebrawo 
rum eXistimant ;"D significare Sa- 
‘turm stellam, quem Perse quoque 
vocant jx in cujus hororem fece- 
rant imagines, et vertunt, Saturnum 
imagines vestras.’” A similar note 
appears in the margin of the Itahan 
translation : ** Alcum leggeno, chirun 
vostro idolo: pensando che sia la 
stella di Saturno, in honor de laquale 
i Persi havevano fatte de Vimagini.”’ 
‘In German, both mipm and yD are 
untranslated, being regarded as pro- 
| per names; and the passage reads 
‘thus : * [hr truget den Sichutk euren 
_ konig, und chiun euer bild, den stein 
| eurer gotter, welche ihr euch selbot 
' gemacht hattet.””. [ would not de- 
‘cide which of these interpretations 
(is best. Inthe English there is a 
| wide daparture from the original ; 
| for the Hebrew word pono, ** your 
'king,”’ is translated * your moloch,” 
| according to the ancient Latin and 
Greek ; but this deviation 1s correct- 
| edin the margin, which reads, * Sic- 
| cuth, your king.” I would formerly 
| have understood by 12, the base or 
| pediment on which statues were 
| placed; but I cannot now cite the 
authority on which this conjecture 
| was founded. 
| The few remarks which I have 
| here made, may be a partial reply 
to the question so often put to stu- 
‘dents of Hebrew. ‘* Does our trans- 
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JANUARY, 


lation of the Bible agree with the }) of distinctian, and possessing a spirit 


orginal?’ They will, #0 far as they | 


extend, serve to show the nature sh 


those errors which have eluded the 
vigilance of our translators, and to 
demonstrate, that the work, however 
great, as still short of perfection. 
The errors and deviations from the 
original which may be pointed out 
in support of this position, are too 
numerous to be contamed within the 
limits of an essay, designed only for 
a periodical publication. R.D. 








Observations relative to the Hebrew 
Language. 
For the Repertory. 
Amongst the various objects of li- 
terary pursuit which have command- 


ed the attention of the learned in. 


Europe and America, the Hebrew 


language may be named as holding | 


a distinguished place. It has been 
revered from the earliest ages, and 
its utility is universally, though ta- 
citly wlinitted, because it is not only 
studied by the learned, but a know- 
ledge of it is sometimes earnestly de- 


| Its utility, 


of philological research, would, | 
presume, of his own accord, endea- 
vour to become acquainted with a 
ianguage, which is calculated to 
throw so much light on the serip- 
tures, by enabling him the better to 
comprehend the allusions which are 
made in them to the laws, religion, 
manners, and nations in the earhest 
i ages. 





however. is not confin- 
ed to the profession of theology, but 
it may farther be considcred as in- 
strumental in accelerating the means 
of acquiring general information, the 
grand object ot every art aiid science, 


sand indeed of all that is denommated 


learning. From the Llebrew 1s de- 
rived several of those diving lan- 
guages and dialects which are spoken 
over the extensive regions of Afri- 
ca and Asia. We need but mention 
the Syraic, which is still the jinguage 
of Palestine ; and the Arabic, which 
is said to be spoken by one third ot 


the human race. For both these 


' 


sired by persons who do not aspire | 


after literary fame. And we shall 
find, on inquiry, that wherever the 
christian religion is professed, there 
are many, even among the unletter- 
ed, who, with equal stinpheity and 


} 
sincerity, express their desire of re- | 


) cient 


t 


languages the Hebrew is a basis, and 
will facilitate the acquiring ef thea, 
as the ltalian is more readily acquir 
ved by the assistance of rts parent the 
Laun, and the Romate by that of an- 
Greek. The 
oriental tongues, especially of those 
just mentioned, is by many consider- 


ceiving wflormation relative to the | ed as adesideratam in our political 


sncred language in which our reli- 
=) > 


and commercial relations with Jiaho- 


gious records were conveyed to us medan countries, and such consider- 


from the earliest periods of time. 


| ations will acquire additional strength, 


On examining into this department | if the importance of those relations 


of literature, it will be ascertained, 
that there are few in this nation who 
have made even a moderate proti- 
ciency in Hebrew ; that it is not con- 
sidered as a necessary qualification | 
for orders, and that some of our 
most eminent divines, if not entirely 
rgnorant of it, have certainly given at 





avery lunited share of their attention. 


The unportance of this language | 
in the science of theology, is, | be- 
hleve, universally acknowledged. 


very student of divinity, emulous 





should increase in due proportion 
with our national enterprise and pros- 
perity. kK. D. 





OBITUARY. 

(Extracted.) 
Died at his residence in Cambridge, 
Dorchester county, Maryland, on 
Thursday the 2nd inst. Benoanin W. 





his age. It would be an outrage on 
| public feeling, and injustice to great 


vy , 
knowledge of 


| | Lecomptr, Esq. in the oth year of 








1622. 


virtue and exalted talent. if the death | 


of such a man were permitted to pass | 
nnoticed, without a public tribute 


to his memory, and a bret record of | 


his private merit and public services. 
Although the period ot his existence 
was short, and his years were few, 
they had been well employed ; tor, 
by a Vigorous exertion of rare genius, 
combined with prudence, integrity, 
and a mild and aflable demeanour, he 

altamed to great and unusual distine- 


tion among his fellow-citizens. A| 
will be | 


brief sketch then of his Ite, 
neither uninteresting, nor, to the 
younger portion of the community, 
useless and uninstructive. 

At an early age, after receiving 
the rudiments of an English educa- 
tion, he was placed in the counting 


house of a respectable merchant in) 


Baltimore, where, by assiduity and | 
attention to busmess, united to great 
miidness of disposition and amenity 


of manners, which distinguished him |! 
through life . he won the esteem of 


all who knew him. He discovere d 
at this ime a great fondness for books 
and an insatiable desire of know- 
ledve. His strong and inquisitive | 
mind, 
rest satistied with the dull and me- 
thedical occupations of mercantile 
lite. and soon alter, by the advice of 
his triends, who discovered his ta- 
lents, and his strong propensity to } 
literary pursuits, he abandoned it 
altogether. 

In 1804, being then eighteen vears 
of age, to complete his education, he 
went to Washington Academy, in 
Somerset county, which, at that tume, 
under the presidency of the Rev, 
Mr. Laird, was an institutiou of con- 
siderable reputation, ‘There, in the 
very short space of two years, he 
acquired a knowledge of the Greek 
and Latin languages. Those who 


know that ten and twelve years are 
usually devoted to the acquisition of 
classical learnin., will be enabled to 
estimate the vigour of his mind, and 
the intenseness of his application.— 

The learned and venerabie principal 


i| ary powers, 
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of the seminary, judging trom his ex 
perience as a teacher, and concei 
ling, that, at the age of exghteen years, 
} it was too late to acquire a ¢ lassical 


edu ation, was disposed to dissuade 
jhim from the attempt. He soon, 
however, discovered, that the tmund 
hot the deceased was one of no ordin 
F he encouraged him on 
his laudable ambition, and ever after 
| eotertaine “l for him the warmest 
friendship and esteem. 
Having surmounted, by intense 
and indelatigable application, the de- 


| fects ofa neglected and irregular edu 


-eation, be returned to his native 
law with J. Bayly, Esq. In. the 
space of twelve months he read all 
‘the elementary authors usually place 
ed in the hands of students, and ac: 
quired a sufficient fund of legal know- 
ledge, to entitle him to be enrolled 
jamong the members of the bar, thus 
exhibiting a still more decisive evi 
dence of what gentus can acc omplish 





was too loity and capacious to | 


when its efforts are regular, uniform, 
| ond unremitting. After his admis- 
1 -.on to the bar, he was elected a de 
| legate to the assembly; and such was 
the contidence reposed by his fellow 
citizens, in his abilities, Infegrity ane 
devotion, to the pubhe welfare, that 
the ioportunt trust was continued 
irom year to year successively, until 
‘his health, enfeebled and impaired 
| by an alarming pulmonary complaint, 
(which terminated his existence) 
“compelled him to retire from publ 
lite. 

Such was the short but brilliant 
career of the deceased, who, at an 
age, When most men are emerging 
into public lite, without the advent 
‘tious aid of fortune, or the common 
advantages of a regular and liberal 
education, attained to no inconsider 
able distinction, as a most usetul citi- 
zen, un eminent lawyer, and an able, 
experienced, and enlightened politi- 
'clan. 
As a lawyer, he was remarkable 





for quickness of perceplion, and grea 
clearness and logical force of reason 





county, and commenced the study of 


FF math, ?™ 
SS ee 





‘tive companion. 


ing. Although his utterance was 


oiien besitating, and his elocution | 


ungracelul, his speeches at the bar, | 
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great vices, and the lustre of the 
aiod is tarnoishe d by the depravity 
of the heart. The lame uted sub 


when the occasion required it, were ject of this sketob ois) an Must 


aninated and inpressive. 
rities, a3 a professional man, were 


extended beyond the bounds of or- | worth. 


dinary prudence. The expanded | 
benevolence of his heart, and the ex- 
treme sensitiveness of his feelings, | 
for the poor and the unfortunate, | 
formed a distinguishing trait in his | 
ebaracter 1 
Asa politici ian, his character must | 


Ilis chi- |}ous monument of the rare com- 
‘bination of intellectual and moral 


His private character "wat 
junsuthed by a stain, and exhibited an 
leven and ‘uninte rrupted tenour of 
mildness, benevolence and integrity. 

‘Ihs memory will be long cherished 
iby his fellow citizens, and embalm- 

ed in the tears of lis friends and im- 
mediate relatives.  tlis excessive 


be already known to his fellow citi- | fondness, tenderness, and allection, 
zens. For many years he maintain- (jas a husband, father, and master, to 


ed an elevated rank in the legislature | 
of the state, and was one of its most | 





his bereaved fomily, will render his 
loss a source of deep affliction and 


promment and enlightened members. | most poignant anguish. 


His parliamentary knowledge, his 
skill in tinanee, lis thorough ac- 
quaintance with the laws, the re- 
sources, and the political and civil 
history of the state, all conspired to 
give hima decided weight, and a just 
and merited influence in the house 
of which he was amember. He was 





At the close of his lite he became 
seriously impressed with the import- 
ance of religion, and was convinced 
of the redeeming merits of a Saviour. 
In the last stage of his illness he ma- 


jnifested pious tranquillity and resig- 
nation of mind. \ 
dedged his belief in the great leading 


He always acknow- 


always heard with attention, and bis | truths of the gospel, and rejected 


opinions were received with pro- | 
found respect. 

A mind stored with the treasures 
of polite learning, embellished by a- 
taste just and refined, and heighten- 
ed by a vein of delicate humour, ren- 
dered him an agreeable and instruc- 
Notwithstanding | 
the multiplicity and perplexing var-| 
jety of his pursuits, bis professional 
avocations, and the cares of public 
life, he devoted much time to Belles | 
Lettres reading, and was well ac- 


| with disdain the tinsel sophistries of 


sceptical philosophy. 


About a week before his death, he 
received the communion fro.n a min- 
ister of the Episcopal church, of 
which he was a member ; and, hav- 


| ing now reached the close of a long 


and protracted illness, he died under 
the influence of fervent piety, and 
christian fortitude and resignation. 





Constitution of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, 





quainted not only with English clas- 
sical literature, but with the best. 
and most popular writers of the pre-. 


as amended in General Convention, in 
November, 1521. 


1. The Theological Seminary of 


—_ 


sent day. He possessed considera- | the Protestant Episcopal church in 


ble merit as a writer ; his style was | 
plain and nervous, argumentative, | 
and better calculated to convey in- 
struction than to afford amusement. 
His private character was of the. 
highest grade of moral excellence. 


| 
| 
| 





Too often great talents are united to 





the United States of America, shall 


be permanently established in the 
state of New-York. The trustees 


| of the said seminary shall have power 


from time to time to establish one or 
more branch schools in the state of 
New-York, or elsewhere, to be un- 
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der the superintendence and control , of the board of trustees. Aad when- 
of th» said trustees. ever demanded by a majority of the 

Ii. Phe man: wement of the said |! bishops prese nt, or a me yority of the 
seminary shall be vested ina board | cleric al and lay trustees present, the 
of trustees fo ho shall have power | concurrence ota major ity of the bish- 


to constitute and to 
appoint the professors, and to pres- 
cribe the course of study in the res- 


er rhe ssorships, 


pective schools, 
and regulations, 
government thereot; 
to take such measures as they may 

deem necess ITs to tts prospe rity ; 

provided, that such rules and regu-_ 
lations, and course of study, and mea 

sures be not repugnant to the const. 
tution and canons of the church, 
and to the course of study for candi- 
dates for orders which is or may be 
established by the house of bishops. 
The bishops, -in their individual and 


and generally 


of the seminary, and shall see that 
the course of instruction and disci- 
pline be conducted agreeably to the 
luregoing provision, 
shall make report to every general | 
convention of their proceedings, and | 
of the state of the seminary. 
Itl. The board of trustees shall be | 
permanently constituted as follows, 
The bishops of the church shail be 
ex-ollicio members of the board, 
Every diocese sh ll be entitled to 
one trustee, and one a! itional trus- 
tee for every eight clergymen in tle 
same; and to one additional tru-- 
tee for every two thousand dol- 
Jars of Moneys In any Way given or | 


and to make rules || 
and statutes for the | 


| Tespe tively, 


The trustees, 


1 
Meet in the diocese where the Se. 
I minary is established, at such stated 


| Ops present, anda majorly of cleri- 


' 


cal and lay trustees present, shall be 
“necessary to any act of the board, 11 
trustees shall constitute a quorum. 
The trustees shall continue im office 
until there successors are appointed. 
‘In the interval between the stated 
meetings of the general convention, 
the board shall have power to sup- 
ply all vacancies, from the dioceses 
in which they may 
have occurred, 

Iv. For the present, and until the 
‘next stated general convention, the 
board of trustees shall consist of the 


al | bishops of the church, and of the 24 
rolective capacity, shall be visiters | 


trustees of the general Theological 
Seminary, heretofore established by 
the General Convention, and of 14 
trustees chosen by the managers of 
the Protestant Episcopal Theologi- 
cal Education Society in the state of 
New-York. These trustees shall 
exercise the powers of the perma- 
nent board, as detailed in the fore- 
going article, and agreeably to the 
provistons thereof. 

The board of trustees shall always 





| periods as they may determine ; and 
1 special mee tinws m: iy becalled by the 
\ bishop of the said dioce se, and shall 
ibe called by bim at the requisition ot 


contributed in the same to the funds of || a majority of the bisho ps. 


the seminary, uotil the sum amounts 
to 10,000 dollars; and one adad:- 
iional trustee for every 10,000 dol- 
lars of contributions and donations, 
as aforesaid, exceed ng that sui 


i V. The p irolessors ot the General 
| Theclogte: 
jj tablishe d o the General Conven- 
tion, and the professors in the Theo- 

logical Semunary im the diocese of 


| Seminary heretofore es 


The trustees shall be resident in the / New. York, shall be professors jn 


| 


dioceses for which they are appoint. | 
ed. They shall be nominated by the | 
diocesan conventions respectively, | 


the General ‘i ‘heolo ICs al Semin: ary 
hereby established in that diocese, 
The board of trustees shall have 


to every stated general convention, | power to remove professors and 


who may confirm or reject such no- ‘| other officers ; 
The senior bishop pre- : be removed from oifice, except at a 
sent shall preside at every meeting | spectal meeting 


minations. 


but no professor shall 


g of the board « alled 
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to consider the same ; nor unless no- 
tice of an intended motion for such | 
removal, and of the grounds thereof, 
shall have been given at a previous 
meeting of the board. The nomin-. 
ation of professors shall be made at 


The melody of love, returning love, 
With crown of gold to deck each faithful 
brow! 


Then shall we see him—every eye shall see 


| And they which piere’d him! Theu shail 


we hear, 
Then every ear shall hear th’ archangel's 





one meeting of the board of trustees, 
and acted upon at a subsequent meet- 
ing; due notice being given of the | 
object of the said meeting, to every | 


trump 


|| Proclaiming his approach; whose sound, 


more loud 
Than when ten thousand cannons, with 
one roar, 


member of the board. ‘| Forth from their iron mouths, shake the 


Vi. The funds and other proper- | 
ty, and claims to funds or property 
of the General Theological Semin- 
ary, heretofore established by the | 
General Convention, shall be vested || 
in, and transferred to the General. 
Seminary hereby established, as soon 
as an act of the board of Managers of 
the Protestant Episcopal Theological 
Education Society, im the state of 
New-York, shall vest to and transter 
to the same seminary, all their tunds 
and other property and claims to 
junds and property. And all en- 
gagements and responsibilities enter- 
ed into, or assumed by either of the 


vex’d deep 
Dewn to the bottomless abyss, and round 
Full inany a league reiterate their hoarse 
Aud biazen thauuder: Louder far the truinp 
Of that great ange) shall be heard, whose 
sound 
The adamantine pillars of the heavens: 
Shall, easy as the wind the aspen’s boughs, 
Move, waving to and fio; to the centre 
shake 
The trembling earth; the cerements of the 
grave 
Burst; aud call forth to life th? unnuim- 
ber’d dead. 
As, when the bounteous sun from Aries 
rolls, 
Quick’ning with genial light the pregnant 
world, 
All uatare seems reviving: wide around 





said institutions, for the purpose of 
their foundation, consistent with the | 
other provisions of this constitution, 
shall be considered as lindiag upon 
the General Seminary, so establish- 
ed within the state of New-York. 

Vil. This Censtitution shall be | 
unalterable. except by a concurrent | 
vote of the board of Trustees, and of 
the General Convention. 








Extract from the Rev. Mr. Dodad’s Thoughts | 
on the Glorious Ephiphany. 





Come, Spirit divine, thou, the strong bond | 
of love 
Between the almighty Father and the Son, 
The source and foutain of eterual love; 
Phou, only master of all human hearts, 
Come, and with mighty energy impart 
Some touches of thy love; that my weak 
thoughts 
Aided by thee, illumin’d, and uprais’d, 
May to my subject’s dignity respond ; 


A living verdure clothes the blooming earta 
And cheers the languid eyes, that late 


| fatigu’d, 


/Stretci’d over the plains, white with the 
gustering SHOW; 

The mocest daisy, aud the cowslip wan, 

Cirequer the vivid green; and pale, beneath 

The budding hawthorn, the rathe primrose 
rears 

Her scenty flowrets, with blue violets join’d, 

That, fond of privacy, ther odours rich 

Present, first oflerings to their sire the sun; 

Of silent active virtue emblems mect. 

No more the hedges with their branches 
brown, 

And trees with naked tops,staring to heaven 

Detorm creation: Here the blossoms white 

The lenient air with richer odours fill, 

Than breathe from Coromandel’s spicy 
coast; | 

There the big geins burst beauteous into leaf, 

And give the trees their honour; every herb 

Uprears its dewy head; and teeming earth 

From fertile bowels casts her precious thiugs, 

The fulness of her bounty, precious fruits! 

So shall she cast her dead, when that great 
morn 














, Of resurrection comes; when that loud trump 
Of the archangel sounds; when shines the 
light, 


Arouse the expectations of mankind ; 
Wake from deep sleep the inattentive 
throng; 


And stike the noblest, fullest chord, to} The light eternal, and, with power divise, 
Our bodies, moulder’d into uative dust. 





sound 
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Shall quicken into life; and give to rise ) While thousand thousands to him minister; 
Wearing far other forms, our mortal, clad | And while ten thousand times ten thousand 
With nomortality, and our corrupt | stand 

lu ines rruption lovely.—Thus their trusts Retove his awful majesty, to bear 
innumerous, sacred, shall the earth and sea, y His soveresgn mandates, orof lite or death 


At the dread summons, taithiully resign ! Phe judgment set, th’ impartial volumes 
An awful pause ensuing, every heart ‘ opa, F 
Phrobhing with great expectance: the loud All seerets naked, every thought diselos’d, 

clan Caught upinte the am, before his throne 


Shall staud all nations !— 


Of countless trumpets shall be heard, by the 
There, Maria, there 


reatiy 
Oi michty angels blown, while they preced Must thou aud [, with all our kindred souls, 
fu selena pomp, the erimsom’d sigu, the Phe righteous sentence, the just meed of al! 
titt iyi}, i f uth’ ' St, , ‘ 


Cross |Our actions, the eweinal doom receive; 
Priumpbanut, ver inroddy livht, and borne tternal life, eternal death !—How great! 


by invriads of bright ser rh From op Oh, bow thise arth s best blessings sink mh 
| | worth, 


dich, 
While the whole arch of heaven, impeo- | When on that scene are opened the mind's 
pled thick, eyes: 


Blazes with spirits of glory : "Midst th’ ae- Where ven reance, vengeance dire, unut- 
claim i terabie, 
Of all the heav’nly host, slow shall descend, | Qn those shall fiercely fall who know not 
; , 
Seated upon a throne like ery flame, God, 


Borne on @ luamuous cloud, the God, the | Nor the bless d gospel of our sovereign Lord, 
Judge, With taitiial love, obey : ‘These trom his 

The bad man’s terror, aud the good man’s | 
hope ! 

His garment white as snow; and like pure 
4 J 


face, 
| And trom the living glory of his power, 
| With everlasting ruin, endless woe, 


wool | Shall then be puaished ; then shall be con- 
‘ 


His hair; bright as a flame of fire lis eyes; 
His feet, like buruish’d brass, as if they 
glow’d 


In the ved furnace, forth from which shal! 


sivned 

| To bottomless perdition; and, condemned 
To cwellin hopeless horror, headlong burl’ 
Down to the flaming pit, and bound in fire 
| That vever shall its hottest rage remit, 

Be quenched never!—Oh, most horrible ! 
HOh, horrible to heart and ear!—And what 
Hath earth’s poor lusts, and vanities most 


come 
A fiery stream resplendent; while he rides 
Full royally, his cai by cherubims 
Upborne, whose wheels, self-moved, and full 





+ val, 

Te counterpoise this death eternal! What 
| To counterpoise the loss of that high bliss 
4 Which vow shall crown the  ighteous: 
I wheu their Lord 


of eye S, 
As blazing bery! glow, and burning fire. 
Lo! dazzled with his lustre, darkness vélls 
Creation’s amplest brightness! light’s fuil 
source, 


The mid-day sun, instant before his face Shalleone to be admired in his saints, 


al 
Becomes as slackeloth black; the silver , And glorified in each believing soul! 


| 
moon _ 3 
rhe ; ; Oh, who can paint the raptures, when 
As blood; forth, from their orbs to earth, | the voice 
lown fk } nh ‘ : 
1) pt a v0 , Of love divine shall, with mellifluons tone, 
B . stiaiecirate stars, ry nasa fig-tree Cast’, y Creet thei vlad ears, and silence every fear 
, » s lig r . ( ! ne ree on * 
se ore an ighity “ ind, hei unripe Nes 5 iat swells the bosom, ‘midst that solemn 
The heaveus themselves, astonish’d, as a scene ! 
scro | ' ‘ 
scroll | * Come, O ye blessed of my Father, come, 
Come and receive the kingdom of bright 


With noise insufferable ; the elements ¢ bliss 
liss, 


Shrivel’d before the fire, shall pass away ie 
| 

While Saveneitloaas dtandlon s tasty tome tints ti : | 

ervent heat dissolve » 40th dromi ther af Au { joy immortal, for yourselves prepar'd 


wisdante shall fly each island, mountain | putone the world’s foundation ; pues in 
a ne ’ ‘ATH, 1 * “The everlasting mansions, and rejoice 
bill; : me |* With joy unspeakable.” At once the sound 
And, On the wax before meridian sol, ) {nnumerable, of all the heavenly choir, 
we iy — ‘tn concert sweet shall welcome tue biess’d 
? ? tian ni | sons 
-* OuED 5 )| Of immortality : voices divine, 
‘Lien, while his ample train shall fill the /[| With instruments of tone celestial, tun’d 
heavyu, ' In dulcet harmony; such as, to compare 
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Great things with small-—from the full choir | 
resounds 

Of Handel's naster-strains, to the hich fame 

Of conquering Messiah dedicate : 

The rapt heart bounds with gladness.— | 
Crowns, inwove 

With amarynth aud gold, onevery head, | 

Shall shine resplendent; robes of radiant 


white, 
Fair beaming as the mornine-star, shall | 
plow 


On each illustrious body, clorified | 
And beauteous in the lustre of their God : 
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Palms of unfading verdure, in each hand 

At once shall speak their victory, and ex 
press 

Their triumph everlastin: 

For ever tun'’d, shall glitter at therm sides ; 


= 


ev harps 


}) On every brow celestial peace shall simiir, 


And happiness anruffled , from each ey: 
Sparkling with yoy unmortal, shall be wip’ 
All tears for ever: 
Foul sin and greedy death, shall be no nore 
Celestial love shall every heart o’erfiow, 
Celestial love shall every beart mespire, 


For the cause of tears, 


‘ 


| And to seraphic pratse unceasing tune i 


REVIEW. 


Unitarianism  Philosophieally and 
Theolugically Examined, in a Se- 
res of Periodical Numbers, com- 

rising a complete Refutation of 

the Leading Principles of the Um- 
farian System. No. |, : By the 

Rev. Anruony Konim inn, Supe- 

rior of the Catholic Seminary at 

Washington. 

While the christian chureh is com- 
posed of members distinguislied from 
each other by different devomina- 
tions and opinions, there are many 
Opinions in which all are agreed, and 
many grounds in which all may meet 
in harmony. The cause which all 
of them profess to support, is the 
same in every department of the 
charch. 
this general cause, are general ene- 
nes, Whom al! can unite in oppos- 


drawing from the area of internal 
dissension, and appearing trom dil- 
ferent quarters to meet their com- 
mon foe, and try their skill, and use 
their strencth for the destruction ot 
an enemy that lives upon the vitals 
lof their religion, and cannot flourish 
i hutamidst the rums of theirchurches: 
we rejoice in the auspicious direc- 





The principal enemies of 


| tion of our christian forces, and hail 
ithe concert of eflort, as the encour- 
| aging promise of honourable victory. 
| An enemy that can live oaly upon 
‘the vitals of christianity, and can 
‘flourish but amidst the ruins of her 
churches, is now endeavouring with 
a resolute and noisy struggle, to erect 
i herdaring front; and, by collecting to 
her ranks, a motley group of intide!: 

of every degree and ktad, who care 





jnot by what name they go, so the 





mg, and whom all may oppose with 
the same weapons and the same me- 
thod of warfare. The atheist, the 
deist. and the unitarian, are all ene- 
mies of the universal church, con- 
tending fur the subversion of the es- 
sential articles in the creed of all 
her denominations ; and Episcopa- 
hans, Presbyterians, Methodists, and 
Roman Catholics, with every other 
society of the Christian name, are 
alike required to put on the armour 
of the christian, and with the sword 
of he Spirit, resist the effor's of their 
in’ elity. When we behold the 
chinpions for the truth of different 
names in the general church, with- 











ihey oppose the religion of the Bible: 
] is threatening, in her vaunting me- 
i naces. to plant her standard upon the 
i very citadel of orthodoxy, and erect 

a statue to her name, in every tem- 
‘ple of christendom, Her name ts 
Uuitarianism. The union of eflort 
; among the disciples of truth, which 
| is ever so promising and successtul, 
we perceive already, in the concer! 


| 7 a. . aly 
| of opinion, and feeling, and operation, 


that is evident at present among the 
various denominations of christians, 
in opposition to this general foe. 
Among the several combatants, it I+ 
particularly pleasing to behold in the 
field, a representative from the 


























Re 


ig22. vicw- l nitarianism Phi 


the 


Roman Cathohes. 'tis 


particularly pleasing 


ehure h of 
not 


lasophically 


because we | 


t 


j 


expect from the representative, a 
ereater exhibition of skull, or a more 
miplete achievement of victory 
wut be wise the church he comes 
from. h vasted her etiorts so long 
r) so truittessi!y, in the struegles 
of tamiuiv dispute With her sister! 
eli li h} 5 ke jyt hersell at suc hi 
an unseciable distance t.om= chris- 
tian societies of other names, and 
united seo little 4 herr contests with 

he enennes of all. 

It was on account of the distancé 
twhich the Roman Catholes have 
‘TeHel ily <tood trom eolber rea be I= 
of the Cathohe church, in reference 


to those concerns which should have 
alike the imterest ot all, that 
observed with peculiar pleasure || 
the annunciation of a work by the 
‘ Supertor of the Cathohe Seminary 
at Washington,” rosition to bom 
tarianism. 


engaged 


‘ 
4 


In Opy 
But the tile under which 
it was announced, and has since aps |) 
peared, is extremely unfavourable to 
its character. ‘To the mind of a eritic 
itseems like the choice of one that ts 
ignorant of meaning of words. 
Po the pabhie in val, 
ieauing which excites an expectation 
of what the author will do, which, 
trom the specimens al 


ed, he will not answer 


the 


ven 


> and upon the 


minds of all that are acqualnted with 


the extent of the 
with the I 
! 


side sc 


controversy, 
carned names of which beth 
an boast, it makes an impres- 
siwn by which they are naturally pre- 
yudice das well against the modesty | 
of the author, as the probable merits 
of his promised publication. 

There is agreat deficiency of pre- 
ction in the phrase, ** Unitartanism 

Phil sophically an # Theologically 
essdaad.” What is meant by this 


Philosophical Pxaminatton ? We 
know of but two “tads of philosophy 
among christian writers— Natural 


and Moral. We do not perceive that 
the argument of the work under con- 
sideration, ean properly be included 
n the definition of either of these di- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


has alls 


ready publish- t 


ana |} 


: work, it is simply our mtention to 





and Theologially examined. 17. 
Phe meaning of the author 
is evident. He intended to distin 
jguish the arguments which may be 


drawn from observation and expert- 


Virions, 


evee, and the reason of things, trom 
those white ire taken divectly from 
the scripture : but would not all 


heen embraced by the 
definition Theology. What is 
Pheology ?** itis that science which 
ireats ot the being and attributes of 
Giod, his relations to us, the dispen- 
satio ot Providence, his will 
with respect to our actions, and his 
pubposes with respect to our end.’ 
llow much more scholar-like and 
modest, and favourable in every way, 
would at have appeared, had the 
work of Mr. Kohlmann been publish. 
‘ed under the simple tile of © Una- 
tarianisim Evamined ; in @ Series of 
l'¢ riod ul 


em have 
ot 


oft {i 


fis his 


Numbers, 


comprising i 
Refutution of the Leading Principles 
of the Unitarian System,” 


In entering upon a brief review ot 
the first number of Mr. Kohlmann’s 


remark upon some of its prinerpal 
1) ary 
}make 


iments and statements, and then 
a few observations upon the 
tyle of the whole. 

The author has dealt about as fairr- 
was possible, in placing the 
Abstract of Unitarian Beliet,” or, 
lia other words, the Unitarian Creed, 
‘however its writer may dishke the 
term,) Which has been published in 
the Unitarian Miscellany ; as a sum- 
inary of the doctrines which are at- 
tributed to Unitartans, and a sum- 
mary of the doctrines which he was 

| undertaking to refute. But still he 
ie not succeeded so far in stating 
the opimons of the sect he has at- 
ltacke d, as that no Unttarian will com- 
I pp! p! in of misrepresentation. For, of 


Y as 





so litile consequence does it seem to 
be, among the members of this sect, 
whether they believe ‘ one thing or 
another,” after acknowledging those 





‘first principles whic h the ht gut of 
‘nature teaches, so that they only re- 





ject the doctrine of the ‘i ‘rinity, and 
those other truths of the gospel which 




















| 
| 
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make up the great distinctive charac- 
ter of the christian religion, that in 
reading the ** Abstract of Unitarian | 
Belief,’ we have no security for its 
reception by a single Unitarian be- 
sides its author; and in grounding 
an argument upon it in opposition to 
Unitarianism, we may tind that we 
are doing but little more in reality 
than contending with the editor of 
the Miscellany. 

Before entering upon the reason- 
ing of Mr. Koblmann, we must re- 
mark a little upon his preliminary 
observations. If, in page 12, he in- 
tends that Unitarianism, as to its fun- 
damental error, has appeared among 
the doctrines of heretics in every 
century of the church, and that, on 
this account, it has not the claim of 
novelty, we agree with his remark ; 
but if it be the meaning of the author, 
that the doctrines in question, accord- 
ing to their present system, thus mo-. 
dified into an almost total erasure of all 
those doctrines which ean distinguish 
it from modern deism, may be dis- 
covered in the creeds of any of the 
ancient sectaries, we dissent from the 


correctness of the opinion. In search- | 


ing the errors of the several here- 
sies, a doctrine of the present Unita- 
rian may here and there be found, 
and if this be taken and united with 
the other gleanings, a system may be 
formed from ancient writings, nearly 
similar to the system of Unitarianism. 
But it is in this way only. that it can 
bave the character of antiquity. In 
all other respecis, it is peculiar to 
modern history. It is a system which | 
ancient heretics weul/d have made, 
could their infidelity have been un- | 
shackled by the clear investigations 
of apostolic ages, and unarrested at | 
every step by a memento of some- 
thing that an apostie spoke. It is a 





JANUARY 


and surrounded by traditio: s in sup- 
port of what the scriptures related of 
Christ, had not the hardihood to 
maintain, or the daring to invent. 

We do not even admit that the 
system of Socinus, in the sixteenth 
century, ‘* was exactly that of the 
Unitarians.”” It is well known that 
the miraculous conception of Chrtst, 
and the duty of worshipping the Sa- 
viour, were both mamtamed by him. 
For the fact, that the latter opinion 
was held by Socinus, we readily 
adopt the authority of Mr. Belsham, 
who, in showing the propriety of call- 
‘ing the denomination to which he be- 
fonged, U nitartans, rather than Soet- 
nus, and says, * we differ materially 

from the opinions of that very great 
‘and good man, and his immediate 

‘followers, who strangely imagined 
“thal Christ, though a human being, 
iwas advanced by God, to the govern- 

‘ment of the whole created universe, 
hand was the proper object of reli- 
gious worship.”—Letters oa Aria- 
‘ntsm. From this view of the mo- 
‘dernism of the Unitarian system, tt 
vappears, that, to the 18th and 19th 
centuries, we are indebted tor that 
true representation of the christian 
faith which this system professes to 
‘exhibit ; that althgugh the se riptures 
had been known and read for seven- 
teen hundred gpa beiore, and had 
“be fen explain ed by ay ips and good 
men torso many ages, by men possess- 
1 ing equal ady antages with the present 
| | Unitarians, and many of them enjoy- 
H ing advantages for the interpretation 


of the scriptures, in conse quence of 


| their nearness to the days of the apos- 
tles, and their vernacular acquaint 
I ance with the original language of the 
New-Testament, suchas the learned 
of this day are ‘unable to possess ; 
| that, notwithstanding all this, it was 











sysiem which a man ought to make in | not till the 18th century, (if Unita- 
obedience to the conclusions of rea- ! rians are in the right) that the true 
son, when once he has laid aside the | method of interpreting the Bible was 
doctrine of our Saviour’s divinity, but | discovered, 
which the ancient heretics, born in| the Greek language perceived, or 


times so near to the days of Christ, the true system of christianity adoyt- 


the correct meaning of 





— 
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tically Examined 


ed. It was then that a few indivi-, then Uniaranism triamphs, because 


duals, not very remarkable tor theo- | 


logical learning or vigorous intellect, 
or novelty and extent of advantages ; 


} 
} 
| 
' 
} 


stood up amidst the learned and the | 


good of christendom, 
the whole track of religious oprien, 
pronounced that all their predeces- 
sors had been mistaken, and egre- 
giousty mistaken, upon the most) 
important articles of the christian 


fuith ; and published to the world as | 


the doctrine of Christ and his apos- 
tles, asystem of belief which at once 
declared that all the church, protect- 
ed as it was promised to be, 
power of its Founder, had always | 
believed in three Gods instead of | 
One, had worshipped a man for its | 
Divinity, and since its establishment 
had universally been chargeable with 
the grossest idol utr. 

On the Mth page of the work un- 
der consideration, the author com- 
mences the system of his reasoning, 
by the statement of a syllogism, as 
the basis of his argument. We think 
itis here that he laid a foundation 
for his superstructure, so aw eprom 
and detectively, as to render ery 
part of the edifice unshape ly ge 
weak. There is no just connection 
between the propositions of the syi- 
fogisuy; and, consequently, the con- | 
clusion ts not correct. 

Mr. Kohlmann has stated the pro- 
cess ot the Unitarian reasoning to be 
briefly this: The scriptures must have | 


and surveying | 


} 
| 


|, 
| 


| 


| 
| 


by the | 


) Divine Omnipresence, 


the mystery of the Trinity is not m- 
tellizible. We should be very sorr v 
to hold the doctrine of the ‘Trinity 
ia subjection to Mr. Koblmann’s lo- 
gic. We conceive that the truth of 


the first proposition in the lL nitarian 


svilogism, is not im the least incem- 
patible with the scriptural supportot 
the Trinitarian mystery. Let it be 
granted, that the se riptures have 
every where an intelligible meaning: 
these scriptures, as itis onall hands 
agreed, do teach the doctrines of the 
the bternity 
of God, his selt-existence, the resur- 
rection of the dead. Will any one 
presume to say that these doctrines 
are intelligible to the human mind ? 


| Do not Unitarians beheve then, and 





| 


| 


every where «@ consistent and intelli- | 


gible meaning. The mystery of the 


Trinity ts unintelligible to the human | 
" nderstanding. Therefore the mystery | 


of the Trinity is not to be believed. 
Whether this be the process of the | 
Unitarian argument, we do not ques- 
tion; bat we greatly question the 
accuracy of the author’s logical prin- 
ciples, when he considers the cor- 
rectness of the process to be so in- 
disputable. 
it be correct that we must expect 


[t is his opinion, that if 


| 


| 





still acknowledge, that they are doc- 
trines ** be pee the reach of reason ?”" 
We have theretore the acknowledg- 
ment of Unitarians, that the serip- 
tures, while possessing every where 
a consistent and intelligible meaning, 
do yet teach traths which are unin- 
telligible to the human understanding. 





It, then, the doctrine of the Tri 
nity be unintelligible to the human 
‘under standing, does it follow in con 


quence of the major proposition of 


the syllogism, that it cannot be cou 

tained in the se riptures 2? Undoubrt 

edly not. And equally indubitable 
is it, that Mr. Kohlmann has afforded 
his antagonists in this blundering pro- 
cess which he considers so straight 
and logical, a handle tor retort and 
ridicule, which he must expect will 
be diligently aod skilfully used. Did 
we believe in the logical accuracy of 
the syllogism. we would at once sub 
scribe to its conclusion; for we be 

lieve it to be true, that, * the serip- 
tures being expressly intended for our 
instruction, edification, rule of lie, 
and means of happiness, must have 
every where a consistent and intelli- 





gible meaning.”’ But, since it is one 
‘thing to teach the existence of a thing, 


the scriptures to have every where i and another to reveal the manner of 
a consistent and intelligible meaning, 


its existence, and its in(rinsic nature 
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ove thing to teach intelligibly the 
doctrine of the omnipresence of God, 
aod another thing to make us under- 


stand the omnipresence of God, we | 
. e e i] 
believe that af there be nothing in the | 


doctrine of the Trinity, more meon- 
eistent with the above idea of the 
scriptures, than that it is unmtellign- 
ble to human reason, it may be re- 
vealed in the scriptures, and yet the 


scriptures have every where an in- | 


tellimble meaning. 

Mr. ioblmann has mended hts 
reasoning in general, though not his | 
vilogism, by expluning the sense in 
which he conceives Unitarians to 
bold the above idea of the scriptures. 
‘Vhis sense, though it be not really! 
contained in the words of the propo- | 
sition alluded to, is, in) reality, the! 
meaning of Unitartans, and we agree 
with Mr. kKoblmann in condenmang at) 
as erroneous, and in considering its |) 
truth as perfectly incompatible with | 
scriptural authority for the doctrine 
ofthe Trinity. 
following extract trom the work un- 
de rreview. * Botat this principle, 

‘the scriptures must have every 
* where an intelligible meaning,’ ts 
‘ understood to imply that men have 
‘aright to examme the very iatrin- 
‘sie nature of the object revealed, 
to compare it with the natural): 
* ideas of their reason, and that i 


© 


‘ feund to be untuteliigrhle, this alone |! 


. 


isa suflicient reason to reject that 


. 
o 


- 


ing, and of course all divine mys- 
‘ tertes which are essentially incom- 


. prehensible to human reason ; the | 


‘+ position thus understood, is utter- 

* |y false, irrational, and absurd.’ 
We perfectly agree with Mr. 
Kohlmann, that the main objection 
in the arguments of Unitarians to the } 
doctrine of the Trinity, is its myste- 
riousness, or. in other words, that 
the ‘Trinity is icompretensible to 
human understanding. ‘Phat. this 
used to be their principal objection, 
eannot be doubted. That it was in 
the year 1817, appears from a book ' 
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It is contained in the | 1 


it 
t 
i] 
+f] 
1 
| 


mysterious and unintelligible mean- | 





* JANUARY, 


H published in that vear, by R. Wright, 
Unitarian Missionary Mi England, 
| tnan highly esteemed both m his own 
country aud this, by the members o1 
hes denomination, for talents and or- 
tthodoxy. His book ts entitled, ** A 
| Plain View of the Unitarian Chris- 
tian Doctrine.’ Its first essay 1S On 
the use of reason in matters of reli- 
‘sion; and ithe course of it be thos 
still we shail be told thar 
the seript doctrines 
winch are above and atter- 
in the commencement of ap 





| remarks, 


ures conta 


I reason: 7" 
wards, 
argument in op position to this asser- 
lion, he says, ** what is above reason 


i 
| 
ca an be no part of revelation ;"° or, in 
! 
i! 


| 
| 
| other words, doctrines that are above 
reason we are not reqnired to be- 
cheve., Undoubtedly Mr. Wright, 
and all others that have held) this 
oprineiplo, have written and believed 
things which are entire ly mmcompati- 
bie with it, for otherwise they could 
scarcely have written) or believed 
any thine in regard either to nature 
1 ovrefigion. But beeause the princi- 
| ple was untenable, it is ne reasen that 
they did not endeavour, upon the sub- 
yectofthe Prinity, toholdit.  lHow- 
| ever absurd it be however imposs.tle 
to be maintained in consistency with 
‘all our doctrines concerning. esther 
natural or the oe vical subjects, how- 
ver the usual asonings of tL nits - 
‘i as Upon common topies, May Ccon- 
| tradict it; itis yet yi tin that in relation 
to the mystery of the Trinity, thev 
‘do still ho! i i. reason upon it, and 
Pendeavour to maintain it. Else, why 
do they so constantly declare that 
there are no mysteries tn religion 
| Why so diligently endeavour to show 
that a mystery in scriptore signifies 
only ‘* something hiddea not tucoin- 
| prehens: ble ?”? 

But if we be wrong in supposing 
this absurd idea to be still main- 
bined by Unitarians, we are very 
much rejoiced atit. Tt is so much 

gained for the truth. We are wilhug 
| to believe that one Unitarian at Jeast. 
it unsound. masmuch a. 


— 








| 
| 
| 
I. 
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we have his own confession in the! dec. are of no use but to establish 


following words : *' ‘The resurrection | 

‘atthe dead is a doctrine beyond the 
* reach of reason : but the Unitarian 
‘“ beheves ot, because it appears to 
* him confirmed as arevelatton trom 
** heaven.’ "* 

We wish the opiumons of this wri. 
fer were mn agreement with those of 
his brethren. li they be sO, the 
eontreversy between us is consider 
ably narrowed, and cenmesto the sim- 
ple question, Do the s rpiures teach 
the mystery Of Line Priutyv, the m 
earnation, Mc. 2 And the matter te to 
he <eliled the same way that we would 
~ettle the question, “Whether the 
seriptures teach the doctrine of the 
resurrection of the dead? hus, 
the « mntroversy i contined to the 

ii where the Crintarin teels him- 
eolt the stroneest, and where, al he 
only studies his bible well, thouch 
toe most illiterate of all, in other vo- 
fnimes, he may cope with the boldest 
ebampion of the school ; and though 
his adversary be the very Goliah of 
the host, may march out to meet him | 
with only the simple weapons which | 
the brook of the water of hfe can sup- 
ply, confident in the help of Ged, to! 
ichieve the victory. 

If the opinions of Unitarians, in| 
respect to the possible authority of | 
doctrines that are above the reach | 


of reason, be such as the writer of | 
the sermon above referred to, states | 
them to be; then the arguinent of || 
Mr. Kohlmann upon Mysteries, | love.” 
Which takes up nearly all the num- | 
ber under review, was totally unne- } 


cessary. For, since all that he} 


; : 1 
means by a mystery, is simply that) 


\j 
i 


what his adversaries do not deny 
But as it does not appear so plainly 
as we would wish, that Unitarians 
m general have given up the GWewtrs 
J * of their wonted argument, the 
reasonme of our author i not unne 
eessary, and we trust will not be 
useless, 


We piss 


to the sixth section, an 


Which at is the writer's object te 


show that** Alvsteries tar trom berg 
si dry and useless specul tligns, are, 
‘on the « ontrary the ve ry bitsis Of, 
‘* and the strongest excitement to, the 
‘observance ot christian morality.’ 
We were aware that the church to 
which our auther is attached, includ 
ed the doctrine of Transubstantiation 
among the mysteries of the christian 
rehgwion; but we did hope for the sake 
of the consistency of Mr. Kohlmann’« 
irgument, for the sake of its respe 
tability and ats usefulness, that this 
most absurd, wascriptural, und con 
tradietory dogma would, in the pre. 
sent controversy,. have been kept 
entirely ont of view. But how great 
must have been the mortification ot 


,all the Protestant Trinitarians that 


have read the work of Mr. Kohlmann, 


when they found among the doc 


trines of the Trinity, the Incarnation, 
&ec. that most impudent of all errors 
and especially when they saw it sty! 
ed, ** that most amiable of all mys 
teries, which, by way of excellence. 
may be justly styled the mystery oi 
setter had our author neve: 
have written a line upon Unitarian- 
ism, than to have introduced such 
nonsense as this. All the good ar- 


gument that he may have written 


which is above the reach of human || before, goes for nothing now. He 


reason, all his sections to prove that |! has betrayed his cause, and most mi- 
God can and may reveal mysteries to _serably dishonoured the truth for 
man, and require them to be believ- 4) which he has contended, in calling the 
ed; that mysteries in religion involve jj Trinity and Transubstantiation bythe 
no contradiction; that “ what is above ||common name oi mystery, and plac- 
reason is not always against reason,” || ing the former upon the same fuoting 
with a doctrine which has not a line 

* See a Sermon on “ The Mystery of |! in scripture that can ever be twisted 
“into its favour: which contradicte 





Christ,” by Robert Little, page 15 
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every first principle of all reasoning, 
every principle upon which Mr. 
Kohlmann has heretofore been argu- 
ing; and can only be true at the ex- 
pense of all the fundamental argu- 
ments by which the scriptures, or 
any thing else in the world, can be 
proved to be true. ‘Transubstantta- 
tion contradicts the testimony of our 
senses. KM is only upon this testi- 


mony that we can ground our first) 


and essential arguments for the being 
of God; for the miracles and evi- 
dences ot christiamty ; for the con- 
tents of the scriptures ; for the very 
existence of the scriptures; for the 
existence of any thing. If this tes- 
timony be incorrect upon the sub- 
ject of Transubstantiation, we have 
no reason to beheve it otherwise, on 
any other subject. It may be incor- 
rect on all subjects. We have there- 
iore no certainty for the existence 
of the scriptures or of God, or of any 
thing. ‘Phe proof of religion is then 
incompatible with the proof of this 
doctrine, and he that can believe 
Transubstantiation, has no reason to 
believe any thing, because the same 
reasoning that can establish that, can 
overthrow every thing else ; but yet 
he may believe all things, for nothing 
can be more absurd 
than that which is inconsistent with 
every thing. 

How pertectly unaflected by Mr. 
Kohlmann’s argument, must every 
Unitarian reader have felt when he 


came to * this most amiable ofall mys- | 
‘Is this the author’s idea) proceed so far without being destroy 


ries!’ 


ofa mystery? (he must have said) | 
Is the doctrine of the ‘Trinity mys- | 


ierious in the same way that the 
doctrine of Transubstuation is mys- 
terious ? Are they equally reason- 
able, equally contradictory, equally 
absurd? Then am I safe, for in the 


nature of things it is impossible for| 


ihe one to be ever proved ; of the 
other, therefore, I can never be con- 
vineed.”’ 

We are happy to believe that the 


mysteries of christianity have not a }jable. 





and incredible | 





| feature in common with the doctrine 
of the real presence ; that, while the 
latter is so contradictory to reason 
the former are only above reason , 
and that while the latter has not a 
shred of the scriptures for its sup- 
port, the former are built upon the 
sure ‘ foundation of the apostles and 
‘prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone.”” 

Before we leave this sectron of the 
work, let us beg Mr. Kohimann to 
‘inform as of his anthority for styling 
‘the mystery of transubstantiation 
|| (supposing it true) ‘the most amia- 
| ble of all inysteries.”’ and * by way 
|| of excellence, the mystery of love ?”” 
| Do the scriptures reveal it more 
| plainly than the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, the Incarnation, or the Resur- 
rection? Do they ever represent 
it as more lovely than these ? Which 
is the most essential to the christian 
system, or to the salvation of sinners ? 
Mr. Kohlmann has forgotten the title 
of his work, and has violated all the 
_principles of philosophy, theology, 
and common sense. We know not 
| whether we were more disposed to 
jsmile at the absurdity of the para- 
| graph, or to be indignant at tts im- 
| piety. There is no doubt that 1 
has caused the whole work to be 
| ridiculed and despised by many who 
otherwise might be profited by it: 
perusal. But still it was to be ex- 
| pected ; and we only wonder that its 
}cloven foot was unseen so long, and 
that the reasoning of the author could 




















ed by the introduction of its fooleries. 

In the conclusion of this review, 
afew words must be said of the style 
of the work we are considering. but 
first, itis to be remarked, that the 
spirit in which the author seems to 
have written, and the suaviier um 
modo which appears in his pages, 
when persons are concerned, while, 
when principles are concerned, he 
aims so much at the forttter in re, ts 
very conciliating and very commend- 
But it must be allowed tha: 
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this is the most favourable feature of | but a‘ complete refutation’ * of Uni- 
his production. We teel deeply in- | tarianism. 
terested in the cause which he has We have been constrained to make 
undertaken to maintain; and are ex- the above remarks, lest any of our 
tremely anxious that his reasonings | readers should be led to expect trom 
should be worthy of his cause. How | the ttle of this work, a tutl display 
he may succeed in his future num- | of all the torce, beanty, and plaunness 
bers, when (as we hope) there will | of the Trinitarian argument, and be- 
be an almost complete dependence | ing greatly disappointed io the dis- 
upon the scriptures, we cannot ac-) play, shouk 1 charge their disap pot. 
curctely judge. But certain it ts,) ment to the doctrine, inste: ul of the 
that the first number promises but) unskilfulness of its advocate. Mr, 
badly tor the character of its suoces- | Kohlmann has our best wishes for the 
sors, ‘The subjectof mystery which excellence and success of his future 
it treats of, is easily discussed ; the | numbers 
doetrine whichthe author endeayours |, -- 
to establish ts so evident, that even. Such of the readers of the Reper- 
his adversaries seem to be ashamed tory as tay wish to look turther than 
of denying tt; and the arguments the numbers of Mr. Kohlmann, for 
which prove it are so simple, that) an exhibition of the Trinitarian argu- 
we ean scarcely tail in bringing out |) ment, are requested to consult, after 
ihe conclusion to which they lead. | having paid a superior attention to 
this, the present writer has done: i the Holy Seriptares, the httle work 
but indeed he has done Dit hittle of * Jones on the Trinity,” the two 
more. We have scarcely ever moc} volumes of Hore Solitaria, and par- 
with a style so unfavourable to a just) ticularly the short essay in the first 
treatment of suchasubject. With a! volume upon the Trimty. Horse- 
great show of system, arrangement, | ley’s Tracts, in which the gigantic 
and logical precision, it is in reality | | author bas walked over his prostrate 
loose, inaccurate, and greatly encum- | Priestley, may be read with advan- 
bered. tis too verbose for argu-|/tage. Abaddie on the Divinity ot 
ment, too bombastical for eloquence, } Christ,is a good and conclusive work, 
and too prolix tor energy. It is too }} 
near the clouds for the unlearned to |) to the Sermon of Mr. Channing, are 
h, and too much lke the clouds, ! ge and excellent. ‘The Ser- 
forthe learned toapprove. Ali that!) mons of Dr, Dwight, found in his 
coutuns might be poblished with, Body of Divinity, upon the Divinity 
fir more strength and eflicteney in‘) of Christ, deserve the most attentive 
jour ofits pages. And, verily, if the | perusal of every lover of the truth : 
following cones are to be made |) And the papers in the 17th volume 
a laughing stock with their anta- |) of the Christian Observer, entitled 
gonists, as this undoubtedly bas been {| ** Cursory Remarks upon Unitarta- 
by the introduction of that doctrine |} nism,” are written so temperately 
of transubstantiation, there would || and yet so clearly and forcibly, that 
have been a far better effect from {}/no one can read them without ad 
the author’s silence than from his] miring the spirit of the autho: , ond 
words ; and christians will wish that }{ feeling the strength of his reasoning. 
he had attempted any thing almost, 
Vol. [1f.—No. Vi O74 
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1o6 Obituary.—The Rev. 


' The two following articles were too late for insertion in their proper ¢: 





Jose ph R. Anidius. JAKUARY. 


} 


partment of the Number; and, are therefore subjoined in a posts: nis 


to the Miscellaneous Head. | 


OBITUARY. 
The Rev. Joseph R. Andrus. 
lt as with painful regret, that we 
record the death of the Rev. Josern 
ht. Annes. This event took place on 
the 28th of July last, afteran illness 
of eight day s, at Sierra Leone. onthe 
coast of Africa, whither he had gone 
as agent of the Colonization Society. 


He had jost resigned the duties of 


this agency, and was about to return 
to the United States, in order to pre- 
pare for his re-embarkation to Africa 
as Missionary under the Foreign and 
Domestic Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
i nited States. by the death otf this 
mous and worthy man, the church 
and the cause of humanity have sus- 
tained Ardently de- 
voted to the sacred cause of missions, 


t ee “ } - e 
he eid tis file and his fortune as 


. ' , 
a ueaVvy loss. 


pledeed to the support and promo- 
tion of it :* and no motives of friend- 
ship, or interest, or case, could divert 
him fiom the purpose he had lurined, 
of consecratine himself to the con- 
version of the heathen. Cut down 
mothe morning ot hits days, and of 
tis godlike undertaking, he adds 


Mitis' we 


of those niyste- 


“aaa re ht 
bay é BCC ehiasa\y Gilet, 
rious dispeusations of Providence 
hich bate and confound the devices 
Witch balne and Coniound the devices 
. rey . . 

and reason of men. That it is the 
By a moderate and laudable econo- 
my, he had contrived to save out of a 
small salary which he received as a parish 
minister, a surplus of 500 dollars, which he 
wenerously gave to the Missionary Society 
of the chureh for foreign purposes, before 


his departure to Africa His bocks, of 


which he hada valuable collection, he gave 
to the Pheological Seminary of Virginia. 
fo allt ings, tileed, he was distinguished 
by a noble generesity, aod an elevation 
tower: g above every desive alter the gains 


of this world, 





r duty of the christian world to altempt 
the conversion of the beathen, there 
scan be no question among those who 
beheve and understand the bible. 
| And yet we see, in many instance 
ithe Providence of God apparent! 
threatening all the ettorts made to: 
that purpose. The Misstonary ho- 
/searcely reached the destined poi! 
of his labours, before death lays ho! 
‘on him, and arrests at once all b- 
| enterprizes and plans of benevolence 
| andmercy. ‘Taken offin the prime 
of his hfe, he seems to bave thrown, 
away for nought, those talents of wis 
dom and prety which, on another 
theatre, might have estended his 
usefulness through a long career. 
| But let us remember, that “ God’: 
ii thoughts are not our thoughts, noi 
|| our wavs his ways.” * His way 1s 
‘in the sea, and his peth in the grea 


\ waters, and his footsteps are noi 
(i known.’? Though the labours ot 
| the early martyr scem to have been 
lost, yetin the sight of God, are thes 
|| precious, and under his blessing, may 
| have laid the foundation ef a goo 

that shall last to efermityv. The evec 


they have seatitered, : though few. 
may bring forth, notwithstanding, « 
vlorious harvest. [t scems obvious 
indeed, that the great work of evan 

gelizing the heathen, must evidentls 
be effected by native converts, whose 
adaptation to the climate and habits, 
land acquaintance with the language 
of the country, seems essential to 
any great and permanent success. 
But by what means are these native 
converts te be raised up, if net by 
foreign missionaries ? In accomplish. 
ing this object—in setting mto mo- 
tion the native machinery which is 
to perpetuate the education and evan: 
gelization of the people, workmen 
must be employed trom abroad 


























eae Poetry.—A Christmas Odi is 

and betor ms SATE ( fimy ro en’ trends of misaions, and of the Color 
we atta it mav be necess iry iZation society, despond, aS thoug th 
spurt with many a precious lite. | ** all these things were against us.” 
ls inthe erection of a prer which ts The Almighty has not forsaken his 
oO f in the midst of the ocean, |) cause, nor will he be at a loss ter 
recepticle tor suffering humanity, | instruments to carry tt forward, li 


nany Valuable materials must be {ja Cortuus could be found in Rome, of 
itis rmal se emingly I st, before the | sutticrent patriotism, in obedience to 
the demands of a talse oracle, to fil 
up the portentous gap with bis own 


Wotn W | tt ll: so, in the eonstruc 
itis necessary to raise im the hos mn] life, surely : the living oracles fied, 


tion of those moral ramparts which 
he holy ca ise ot the Redeemer, the 
silvation of ramortal souls, will not 
want tor manvachristian hero, who, 
be necessary for manv a shoteneant burning with holy zeal, will under 

irtyr to bow beneath the wave ot take to plant the standard of the 


of superstition and « rueltv, whem 
lieht and hic thay Ly shed rae tiie 
bye mehte | infiabitants around, may | 


leath. Bat the y are not lost, either} cross, the tree of lite, on that wide 
tou themselves or to the cause of! gap of ruin which pervades the re- 
God. They have snimatneiin ‘d their | gions of Africa. If, as some have 
share, a tnost essential share, tow: ards | thought, tt may please God to deny 
che great consummation. ‘They have | to the men of this generation, and ot 
one to their rest, and their works |! this country in particular, the hon- 
wt only do follow them, but survive || our of rearing, finally, in Africa, the 
here, at once to bless the world, and | | temple Ol s; as ation, for the same 
‘o build the noblest monument to|| reason that he would not permit 
theirmemory. When the glories of | David to build the temple of Jerusa- 
the mightiest and pron dest conque- |} lem; because we have trathcked 4 

r that ever dazzled the world with |/ the flesh of her unhappy childheds 
the splendour of his exploits, shall |) and have been * men of blood; yet 
have faded away, and have been|| it will be ‘well for us that it has 
rolled in that oblivious tide which || been in our hearts.’ Let us go on 
sweeps away all that man calls good | then and do our duty, relying upon 
ind great, the names of Andrus, and || the blessing of heaven, and bein: 
Bacon, and Mills, shall shine bright | fully assured, that, in any event, 
in the phrlanthropie page. The! + our labour shall not be im vain tn 
ons of Africa shall tell to their latest | the Lord.”’ 

scendants, how these men of God | 
eft father and mother, and brothe ar 
ind sister, and all the sweet endear- | CHRISTMAS ODE 
ments of friendship and of home, to) 
eross the wide ocean, and dwell be-| 
neath the burning sky, and the blast- || Join every heart with heavenly mirt 

ry heats of her inhospit ible wilds, || Po sing our great Redeemer’s birth ; 

Be! counted not thei ives doe 
= 4 “if OWD Whije worlds a Saviour’s worth proclaim. 
unto them, that they might preach | 

he unsearchable riches of Christ. 
TI heir infants shall be taught to his sp] 
ihe names of these benefactors of}, Grant us, O, Prince of Ligiit, thy smile, 
their race, to lift their hearts in gra- |, 4! leads to truths that ne'er Leguil 
titude to Him who inclined these 
servants of the most High, to go forth 
in order to prepare in their desert a 
high way to the Lord. Let not the 





For the Repertory. 


No common subject claims our joy, 





| Celestial _ ves Our thoughts employ : 


——— 


Resounding anthems let us raise, 
And fill his temples with our praise, 
| O, may our souls this day be giv’n 
To Him 1 f s Oereasth and heay'n 
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Teach us, O Lamb of Peace, to find 

The fount whence springs pure peace of | 
mind! 

O, saving Spirit from above 

Vouchsafe t’ approve our humble love. 


Bestow on our poor sinful hearts 
The quick ning dew thy grace imparts : 
Thy favour show to every soul, 
Great Power, and every senee controul, 





j 


O, chase those mists which error spreads 
Around the path devotion treads ; 

Lead us to Thee, where truths divine 
Can teach how Three in One combine. ' 


RELIGIOUS 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 


The Bible 
(Continued from page 155.) 


Prussia.—The Central Society 
dor the kingdom, established at Ber- 
lin, has th: rty- -eight auxiliaries. The | 
attention of the committee has been | 
directed to the wants of Protestants 
and Catholics scattered throughout 
a variety of Provinces, and in the | 
use of the German, Polish, Wendish, 

Cottbus, and 


cause. 


Lathuaniin languages 
and dialects. Of the first, this Socte- 
ty have stereotype plates for the 
whole Bible. It is peculiarly grati- 
tying to perceive that these Societies 
in Prussia, have not neglected the 
spiritual wants of the Jews in that 
and the contiguous kingdoms ; who, 
in some districts, compose a large | 
portion of the population, The He- 
brew New-Testament has been ex- 
tensively distributed ; and, in a great 

majority of instances, very willingly 
received amongst them. 

** Notwithstanding the present hardship 
of the times, (the cousequence of a ruinous 
war,) a greater nuinber ofchurches, schools, 
and other pious foundations, are now en- 
dowed than were formerly. It now more 
frequenily occurs, that congregations raise 
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JANUARY. 


Forgive those sins we must deplore, 
Fhou Source of iife whom we adore 
Protect ue, Lord, by thy great might, 
Nor doom us to etecnal night, 


Thus, each revolving year shall bless 
‘Thy natal day of Righteousness, 
And draw from ev'ry heart the sigh 
To Thee, who for our sins could die. 


|; Chant the loud peal then to the skies, 


Whilst echo to the winds replies, 
** Behold our great Jehovah’s throne, 


** Whose pow’: admiring hingdoms ov n.’ 





J. A. K 


NTELLIGENC?. 


contrivutions among their members for re 
p airing or beautifying thei churches, and 
| for the bnaprovement of their public worship, 
} and of the schools in their respective par- 
| 
| 
|) 


ishes,”” 


‘The flourishing state of the bible 
secieties throughout bis dominions, 
appears to have made a deep impres- 
) sion on the mind of his Prussian Ma- 
| jes sty. 

! Denmark.-—The population of this 
kingdom, consisting of Danish and 
Ibe erman, required the formation of 
| two Societies, who should contine 
iitheir eforts, each respectively, to 
one of these classes. ‘They are es- 


Hiablished, one at Copenhagen, the 
other at Sleswig- Holstein, 

j} ‘“* Inno part of the vast bible ficld does 
jjthe eye of the christian philanthropist re- 


|, pose with more grateful satisfaction than 
jin the circle of the Danish dominions. 
| There, infidelity and imdificrentism, had so 
| entrenched themselves, as to present the 
|, most formidable discouragewents to the 
‘first efiorts for introducing a bible society 
into that territory. So greatly, however, 
have all those discouragements been over- 
jruled, that Denmark, though coming muci 
later than the contiguous countries, into 
the confederacy for dispersing the oracle sot 
habreng at this moment, not exceeded, in 
| point of activity and organization, by any 
of the most advanced of the continental 
‘bible societies. 
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«“ In the course of its sixth (the last); 
ety has issued 11,320 } 


vear, the Dauish S 


! 


hibles and testaments: ia the distribulion 


which has heen mace ¢ these ci ples, hos 
madigent indivicuals, 

It has ten @uXi- 
hharies in the isia of Zealand. A Marine 


Society has also been formed. A monthly 


pitals, schools, and 


have liberally partake 


y)! cation of corresponcence has been ii 
stituted: and, in the whole conduct of tie 
Danish Society’s operations, both Central} 


md Provincial, the bisheps and parochial 


rend e—F oreign > 


1 the United States, 
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tures its exclusive obect. it has, 
accordingly, received from the firs! 
society, a grant of SOOd, which had 
been tendered on condition that this 
change should take pre ¢. 


WESTERN AFRICA, 


The saling of the Nautilus, from 


in January last, 


ergy appear to take that share of super-| with two additional age nts of the ro- 
euce ’ and active exertion, which cor- |) vernment, and two ot the Americ: an 
responds with their spuitual functions; @4) Colonization Society, and a number 
nctle “preter. ngsreagaretr tg a “| of colonists, for the coast of Western 
Ske & sores PRETTY —— Africa, will be recollected by out 


‘Of the other society, that of Slesw 
lolstem, tre fourth report announces a de- 
ree ol 


progress which ainply justifies the 


“upon former occasions. 


| 
ropies distributed since its formation, 1s | 


compute lat 20,000,” 


- oak . “s | ; 
Sweden. —The state of the Bible | cers of that colony, our 


1 readers. 


; 
| 
trong language of commendation, in whieh It « 
ts zeal and activity have been spoken Of) 


Its auxiliaries have || 
heen increased to 118; and the number of | 


It is now an our power to 


afford some account of the progress 


' 


of that expedition, down to the 8th 
t August last. 

| The Nautilus arrived 
Leone without accident, on the Sth 
of March. After obtatning a friend- 
ly conference with the primcipal ofh 


at Sierra 


agents de- 


cause in this kingdom, will be best! termined to debark the people and 


explained by a briet extract from the 
reports of the two principal soc ieties: | 
which, by means of their very nu- 
merous auxiliaries, are sending the 
word of God mto every corner ot the 
eountry. 
** Five years, 
* have now elapsed since the ibours ot] 
the Swedish Society Comineuced, Tne fa- | 
vour and blessing of Almighty God has at- 
tended the daily exertions of its conductors: 
they have accordingly, with every new day, 
had fresh reason to praise His Holy Naine. 
** The talent and zeal,” says the report, 
which have so eminently distinguished 
the Bible Society for the University and 
Diocese of Lund, trom the commencement 
have shone with increased lustre during the 
past year. In many parishes, almostevery | 


« 


’ 


father of a family has put down his name | 


as a subscriber for a quarto bible.” 
Norway.—Norway has at length 
embraced the principle of the Bri- 
tishh and Foreign bible Society ; and 
the Norwegian Bible Society, ort- 


ginally combining the circulation of 
the scriptures with other religious |) they 


objects, has been reorganized, so as 


| where, 
| 
| 
i 
t} 


* observes its last seport, I in accepling, 


| goods at Foura Bay, about three 


miles from Freetown, in that ¢ olony ; 
the ofler of renting a large 
and culuvated plantation, dwellings, 
and store houses, was made them, on 
terms which they found no dithioulty 
On this farm the peo 
| ple were, tna short time, very con- 
|| venrently and comfort bly fixe ‘d: > and 
the survivors of the expedition ol 
the preceding year to a consiterable 
number, re-<« ollected, 
{ On the 22d, Andrus and 
-E. Bacon proceeded down the coast 
‘in quest of a suitable place for form- 
ing the colony ; it having been pre 
vious y determined, not to renew the 
“attempt to obtaim a settlement on the 
iSherbro. After touchiow at differ- 
i cial points on the coast, the avents 
larrived, on the first of April, at the 
mouth of the Great Base’ River, 
| nearly 500 miles from Sierra Leone: 
| where, after two weeks’ negotiation, 
obtained from the kings and 
a grant of lands, which was 


ate 





| chiefs, 


to make the circulation of the scrip- | H made on the part of the latter 
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with every circumstance 
could evince their good faith and |) 
sincerity in the transaction, The 
king, without solicitation, committed 
his oldest son to the care of the agents 
on their departure, who brought bim 
to Sierra Leone, and placed him un- 
der the Rev. Mr. Johnson for in- 
struction in the English language, 
and the christian religion. 
ing to Sierra Leone onthe 27th, Mr. 
Andrus formed the resolution of re- 
torning, us stated in a preceding ar- 
ticle, to America. ‘The peopte, at 
thi. period, were in good heaith. 
fut Mrs. Bacon experienced on the 
same evening a severe attack of the 
fever ; and, on the first of Alay, Mr. 
Bacon was seized with the same 
disorder. Several ot the people 
became shortly after affected in the 
same way, but with symptoms of a 
fess alarming character, 

On the 18th of June, 


Mr. Andrus, 


having consented to forego the oiler 
ofa passage to America tn favour of 


Mr. and Mrs. Bacon, whose merens- 
ing tlness required ther immediate 
removal from the coast ; 
embarked on board a schooner bou nd | 
to Barbadoes ; where they arrived | 
in comtortable health, and took their 
departure shortly afterwards to the 
tnited States. ‘They have since 
recovered ; and hope to return and 
resume their benevolent labours in 
that country. 

The annual rains haying commen- 
eed shortly alter Mr. Bacon’s depar- 
ture, caused, for a short time, 
siderable sickness among the people. 
Mr. Andrus was the tirst: victim: 
whose death was shortly followed by 
that of four of the black people. 
At the date of the last intelligence, 
health was generally restored. It 


cou 


was expected on the terimination of 


the ramy season, to remove the co- 


lony to Bassa, where it is earnestly | 


hoped they may, through the bless- 
ing of God, realise the accomplish- 


ment of the benevolent object, in 
pursuit of which they have submit- 





iviigious lnteliigence.—Foreign Summars 


Patina | 


the fatter 


fed: 


dhiam Tamba is gone 
to the Sherbro people. 


IANUARY, 


which {)ted to so many privations, and en- 


countered such a var rety of trials. 
The tract of land purchased by 
| the American agents, is estimated at 
| between thirty and forty miles 
isquare. It is situated on St. John’s 
Kiver, ahonut the 6th deerce of north 
latitude. Itis said to be healthy and 
fertile, lying high, and producing rice 
of an excellent quality , With all kinds 
lof tropic al grains and fruits, and very 
good coffee, cotton, and tobacco. 
‘The water is good, and the river fur- 
'nishes the best fish and oysters, The 





| purchase has been etlected, it ts said, 
| on the most advantageous terms ; 


the 
of the annual sup- 

agreed for in return 
being about Suv dollars. 


icost, in America, 
ply of articles 
forthe land, 


- = 


The following extract of a letter 





trom the Kev. W. Johnson to the 
(Church Missionary Society, dated 
|Regent’s Town, April 27, 1821, 


jstates some oi ‘the inte resting c ircum- 
stance sander which the negotiation 
iwas brought to a successful termina- 
ition i-— 

* Last night | was agreeably sur 
prisedat the sight of Mr, Bacon, who 
has been down the const to the Bassa 
country. William Davis also retarn- 
and they were accompanied by 
king’s son of that e ountry . Wil- 
on a visit 


the 


eVEreeer 
avall 





** 


‘Lhe peercontres s have succeed- 
edio obtaining land: they bave a suf 
foient quantity to ee lac vlony in 

Ihe Bassa country it appears that 

ithe king of that country ts in earnest. 


‘or he would not have sent his son; 


which may be taken as a token of his 
sincerity, in respect to his promise 
of the land. | cannot express what 
1 felt, when the news reached my 
ears. A heavy burden fell at once 
from my mind, which has been there 
ever since | heard of the death of 
Mr. Cates ; for he, humanly speak- 
ing, died iu consequence of the fa- 
tigue which he endured in going to 
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that country : and | was the cause of 
his undertaking that journey ; for I 
first proposes ditto him, and then urg- 


ed a special meeting to be held tor 
the purpose. But now I see, that 
had not Mr. Cates gone thither, the 
missionaries Would not have received 
land. Witham Davis produced the 
wreement Ww hich the kis ¥ had made 
with Mr. Cates, and which opened 


the way mmmediately. 
‘The people were in the evening 


school when Wilham Davis and the 
Prince arrived i took the Prince 
» the schoo! house: and, had our 
friends in Eneland seen the sight, 
they would have wept for joy. His | 
conntrvmen, who were standing in 
thew respective classes, lett them 


without asking leave, surrounded the 


son of their king, shook hands with 
bim in the most aifectionate manner 
and inquired er ther relatives. 
Some leaped tor joy when they 


heard that thes parent 
and the prospect ol the gospel soon 
sounding in their ears, sed 

ensations as cannot well be desecrih- 
ed. David Noah heard that bis fh- 


and his brethren were al 


_ 


Ca 


alive | 
Witham Davis satd that 
» ot those who ha 
tried to 


ther 

vod well. 

he had seen 
Jd bim: and 


scl [lé 


who 


who sold him to tae Portuguese, ) 
saw him, ran toward him, 
and fell round his neck and wept : he 


heard also that his mother was alive : 


} 
SiC 


war 5 
Millen 


but she was teo far in the interior to | 
enable him to pay her a visit this 
time: he, however, sent her a pre- 
sent, and word that he hoped soon 
to see cg and to have her in his 
family. Some of the people were | 
SO cel: when the y saw Davis, that 
they scarcely would believe that he | 
was the same ; as an instance of one | 
returning, who had been sold out of | 
the country, had never occurred be- | 
Is this not a Joseph’s case ae 


fore. 
Ob, how wondertal are the ways of | 
he Tord 
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were alive :| 


hide 
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1st 


‘* The missionaries 
isettile on 


have agreed to 
the shores of the Bassn 
‘country, in the beginning of nextdry 


| season.” 

It had been the intention of the 
(Church Missionary Society, to em 
| brace the first op portunity of enter 
ling -on the promising field among the 
| Bassa people, which Mr. Cates’s 
lvisit had opened. The Society will 
i greatly rejoice that American chris 


is have gained a footing there ; 
jand that its previous researches and 
| labours have led, in any measure, to 
the attainment of their — t. The 
new colony will serve as 1 point ol 

ipport to the exertions of native, as 
i well of American and Enghsh 
ichristians, to diiuse the light of the 


gospel on these 


; 7) 
| that 


| 


as 


shores. 

As these circomstances have given 
new interest to Mr. Cates’s proceed- 
ings with the inhabitants ot the coun- 





try where the American settlemens 
is to be tormed, we shall extract 
from his Journal the chiet particu- 
» | Tars which occurred : 

Murch 6, 18 At six o'clock 
| we proceeded to a small town af 
ithe bar of St. John’s river. Davis 
| Fead a tew verses of the second 
ichapter ot |: aaah, and addressed the 
eonhe. ‘| ney were attentive and 
| fling to hear; but could say no- 
Ithing as to the probability of a per 


' 
Ison being allowed to settle among 
them as a teacher. 


King John’s Town 





is about. six 


| miles trom the sand-beach, in a fer- 


tile country. The soil appears good 
and the yugh now in the midst of the 
dry season, there is plenty of grass 
to support the numerous ¢ attle which 
graze round the town. The houses 
are generally circular, the roots 
commencing at about three feet from 
the ground: many of them are car. 
ried up, in a conical shape, to the 
height of twenty or twenty-tive feet 
the top being defended by a turf of 
‘arth, on which a plant resembling 
house-leek grows. They are better 





built than anv that we have lately 
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seen. Mud walls and matted floors 
are common. 

Our arrival was soon noised abroad; | 
when men, women. and children ran 
together to look at the white man. 
J was sitting in a large palaver house, 
which, ip less than ten minutes, was | 
so filled with people, that the heat 
became quite oppressive ; while the 
noise was such, that a stentor must 
have despaired of being heard. | 
was obliged to moye into the open | 
air, where | sat nearly half an hour 
to gratify their curiosity. It was 
amusing to observe the various conn- | 
tenances which surrounded me. 
Many of the men came to shake my 
hand ; While the women pressed on | 
the shoulders of the men, and thrust 
the children under their arms and 
legs in all directions, with various. 
indications of surprise or fear. After’ 
the crowd of men and women had re- 
tired, the children seemed to indulge 
a little longer in the novel sight ; and 
moved round me at afew yards dis- 
tance, to survey both back and front, 
us we would do achained wild-beast. 


The approach of the king was now | 


announced. Some mats were spread, 
and a wooden-seated chair, which 
had lost its back, was brought tor 
him tositupon. The king isa feeble 
old man ; but possessing his ficulties 
much better than i expected. 

The people then began to expres 
their opimious about us. That we 
should have walked from) Sierra 
Leone, seemed almost incredible ; 
and,in order to get rid of this duflicul 
ity, one man stated it to be his opin- 
ion, that Leame down from heaven ; 
which he thought, of course, a short- 
er journey. 

‘The king supplied us witha house: 


and, soon alter, sent a large bowl of | 
beef and soup ; but as it had too large || 

° . : | 
a portion of palm-oil for my taste, 


the men enjoyed the beneifit of it. 


— 


JANUARY, 1822 


1 March 7, 1819, Sunday. —The 
\ king sent word, that, by eight o'clock, 
he wanted to hear our book. I went 
' therefore with Tamba and Davis. We 
| found him seated on a leopard’s skin, 
‘on a mat on the ground. in a small 
court surrounded with houses, which 
1 were connected by mud walls, and 
through which there were three en- 
trances. His head, in addition to the 
red cap, was now surrounded with 
an enormous quantity of — 
| te eth tred together "Phere did t 
“appear less than two hundred, the 
weight of which must have been se- 
verely felt by his eufeebled neck. 
\bout 30 people were admitted with 
! read part of the 1th chapt. of 
thew, and addressd them; Davis 
conitiiies in Bassa, what I said, very 
attentively, 
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POMESTIC SUMMARY. 

| The Hon. John Jay, of New-York, 
thas been appointed by the managers 
of the American Bible Society, to fill 
H the vacancy caused in the presidency | 
| of that institution, by the recent death : 
| 





of the venerable Dr. Boudinot. 

At the last commenceinent of the 
Columbian College im the City of 
New-York, on the 7th of Augus¢, 
|the degree of D. D. was conterred 
jon the Rev. Daxter M'Donaxo, 
Principal of the academy at Geneva, 
Gnkstie county, and Pi 4-ssor of the 
» Saalbvies branch of the ‘{heologica! 
Semi wry of the Protestant “ae O- 
pal Church in the State of Ne 
| York, established in that place 
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ORDINATION. 

On Wednesday the 5th of Decem- 
ber last, in St. Paul’s Church, Balti- 
more, the Rey. Ethan Allen, of St. : 
John’s Parish, Prince George's coun- 
ty, Maryland, was admitted to the 
holy order of Priests, by the Right 
Rev. Nati Kemp. 
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